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June 2005
Estonia Mission Tour

or “How Our Lives Changed Unexpectedly”

A group of five people from First Church went to Estonia in June 2005 to visit seven Methodist churches and seven outreach programs throughout the country.  We also attended the graduation ceremony at the beautiful new and largest Methodist seminary in Europe located in the capital of Tallinn.  Little did we know that this tour would enlighten and transform our lives!  
Until the mid-90’s, Estonia was under Soviet rule which meant that religion was severely oppressed in the country.  Open religious congregations and new churches were disallowed and existing Christian ministries struggled to survive for over 50 years.  A generation of people that would seed the next generation’s knowledge and love of God was essentially lost.  

After the 50 long years of oppression, a slow and almost grass roots evangelical effort started to reintroduce the church.  Despite of a lack of funding in an economy reeling from the loss of Soviet support, many young seminary graduates went out to become inspired pastors of newly planted churches and ministries.   In those churches and ministries, we saw people working and worshipping in conditions many of us, in our comfortable lifestyles, would often find untenable.   Some of the fine people we met include:
· Enno, a young blacksmith working 35 hours a week under hazardous and grueling shop conditions to have money to serve as a pastor on the weekend.  

· Boris and his wife in Paldiski, creating a place for their congregation to meet by renovating a decaying basement in an old Soviet apartment building with little money or help.  

· Ljudmilla, who drives an hour each way to teach religious education to hardened reform school boys. 

· Reverend Raivo, running a homeless shelter preparing borscht and selling used clothing for the needy.

· Maxim and Igor witnessing the love of God to prison inmates.

These ministries helped us to put into perspective how little we do with so much while others do so much with so little.  We would like to support these pastors through prayers for God’s grace, with financial support and work projects.    A work project is being planned for June 2006 in the town of Paldiski, Estonia so others can experience what we experienced.  More information will be provided in the October Messenger.  
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