BIG BUCK$ FOR FUMC YOUTH PROGRAMS 
In 2005, the Grocery Store Certificate and GLScrip programs made $19,009 for our church’s youth activities. We all know about the grocery store certificates, which made over $18,000 of that total, but the GLScrip just began in November and many of us are not familiar with it.

Think Substitute Money – think Gift Certificates – think about going to your usual stores/gas stations/restaurants and paying the exact same amount of money – only you pay in scrip or gift cards rather than cash or credit card. 

Example: You order a $50 scrip to Olive Garden and pay $50 by personal check. The next Sunday you pick up your scrip and use it at the restaurant at your convenience. Olive Garden sells this scrip to our Youth Program for $45.50 which means a profit of $4.50 for the Youth Program, or 9%. 
It’s a win-win situation because you the customer get full value, the vendor gets more business to offset the percentage given to the Youth Program, and our wonderful Youth Activities get a real financial boost without taking away from the church budget.

See a member of the sales team at the Connections Table any Sunday for the complete list of vendors available to us. Each vendor is listed with the value of the scrip (usually $5, $10, $20 or $25) and the percent given. You decide what stores and restaurants you want to patronize, and order as many scrips as you want in the stated denominations. 
Think of gifts, too. How many of us gave a Best Buy or Borders or Claires or Amazon gift certificate at Christmas? Or take dear ones out to dinner at Applebee’s or Panera or Red Lobster? Or need much too often to fill up at Marathon or Shell or Speedway? All of these activities – and many, many more – can painlessly fund the life-changing programs sponsored by our church for our wonderful young people. 
What should you do? Get an order form of vendors from the Connections Table. Study it and mark down what you want, how many scrip of each, the dollar amount and the final total. Write a personal check to that amount, bring to church one Sunday and collect your order the next Sunday. Make your check payable to: FUMC Youth
FAQ’s:

1. Can I only get scrip in the denominations listed? Yes

2. Do the cards/scrip have an expiration date? Yes, most do expire ultimately although it varies usually from 18 to 24 months after date of purchase. It is easy to go online to www.GLScrip.Com and look up a specific  vendor to see what their conditions are. 
3. If I use a $50 card and only spend $35, does the card retain a balance? Yes, just like the Kroger or Busch’s card. You do not have to lose any money. The amount that you spend is simply deducted from the card. 

4. Is it important for a great many families to place their orders at the same time? Yes, it costs $7.00 to place an order whether for one family or one hundred. And think about the numbers. GLScrip estimates that a group of 150 families will spend 2 to 3 million dollars over the course of a year buying the necessities of food, clothing and shelter. That translates into 40 to 50 thousand dollars for useful programs – and the  folks were going to spend that money anyway. 
Please give our GLScrip opportunity a try – get the materials next Sunday and plan your order!
