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We all know this story of David and Goliath… a young unlikely hero who ran into the face of danger against all odds to save the name of God and of his people. With sling in hand, he charged to meet his giant challenge. The stone from his sling missiles to its mark, between the eyes of the giant Goliath, who fell flat. The piece of scripture that we did not read was how David then killed Goliath by cutting off his head with the giant’s own sword, which only goes to show that David knew how to get “a head” in life.

I grew up knowing this story as Davie and Goliath because of the cartoon by that name. Do you remember that cartoon? It was a film actually, with moving clay figures. Davie was the young boy and Goliath was his dog who talked and was usually the smarter of the two. It was a show that had life lesson and moral to the story. I actually think it was produced by the Lutheran Church because, if I remember right, the theme song was “A Mighty Fortress is our God.”
This story of David and Goliath from our scripture is also a life lesson with a moral. I think it is more than just a story of how David became the head of King Saul’s armies and eventually the King of Israel. I also think this story tells us why David became an unlikely hero and king. What we find in this story and in all the stories about David is that he is similar to us, especially in the fact that he faced some pretty giant challenges in his life. Sometimes he was up to the task and victorious. Sometimes he failed against the giant challenges before him. Read between the lines of acclamation, and you will find that David is a lot like you and me.
This story happens to be one of David’s success stories. There are two armies in their camps, each occupying a side of the mountain, with a valley in between them. Out of the camp of the Philistines comes the giant, Goliath, the champion of the group, with an interesting proposal to save bloodshed. It would be well for just two men to fight the battle, and whoever was victorious on the battlefield would claim the other’s army. This wasn’t too bad a proposition or challenge if you were evenly matched, but here was a man who was nearly 9 feet tall weighing over 300 pounds, whose spearhead alone weighed about 20 pounds. It would be similar to Michael Tyson fighting Mother Teresa. When Goliath came forward and the challenge was made to the nation of Israel, it is no wonder that Saul and all of Israel were shaking in their boots, paralyzed with fear.

A normal reaction to facing a giant challenge is that we are tentative to move in a positive direction. Goliath came forward each day for 40 days to present the challenge to the Israelites, and Israel could not respond. However, one day David comes upon the scene and observes the Israelites running back to the camp in fear. The young David cries out, “Who is this Philistine that he defies the armies of the living God!” 

He immediately presents himself to Saul and offers his services to meet this giant of a man in battle. When Saul makes the excuse that he is too young, David replies that he has already killed a lion and a bear in combat. Finally, knowing that something had to be done and seeing no one else ready to volunteer, Saul consented and gave David permission to go into battle. He gave David his armor, but it was so heavy, David couldn’t even move! He took the armor off and instead went down to the stream. Beside the rushing stream, David bent down, chose five smooth stones, and went with his slingshot to meet the giant Goliath in battle. 

Well, Goliath could scarcely believe what he was seeing. He laughed at the little boy, David. Goliath says, “Am I a dog that you come at me with a stick?” However, David never veered from his steady course. He shouted back, “You come to fight me with a sword and a spear, but I come to you in the name of the Lord ... the very God whom you have defied,” and then proceeds to boast to Goliath’s face in no uncertain terms how he is going to take him down. Not exactly the best way to win friends and influence enemies.

If there ever was a scripture made for preaching, it is this one. It automatically sets the preacher up. When one thinks about the challenges of life, when one has to consider with what shall one gird themselves to face the giants before us (and friends, there seem to be many in our lives today), we have the example of David who goes to the stream and carefully selects five smooth stones to carry into battle. Five smooth stones. What a great literary tool. Five things, it fits on one hand. What five things do we need to face our giant challenges?
Different preachers might come up with five different things, which is the joy of this scripture. I initially came up with Faith, Courage, Obedience, Preparation, and Action. But I was talking with Ellen Lewis on Friday who said how much she appreciated a book she had read not too long ago by Max Lucado, called, “Facing Your Giants.” I said, “That’s exactly what I am preaching on this weekend.” I haven’t had the chance to read the book, but I did go home and Google it.

Max Lucado, too, took advantage of the five stones that David picked up out of the brook and wondered if the five weren’t to help us remember the five decisions that David had to make that day when he faced his giant challenge. I liked Lucado’s five better than mine, if for no other reason because of the alliteration. So let me talk about those. For Lucado, the five stones represent Past, Prayer, Priority, Passion, and Persistence.

The first is the stone of the Past. When David presented himself before Saul as the one who would stand up to this giant of a Philistine, while Saul did not laugh at him as did Goliath, he did quickly size him up and said, “You’re just a boy, you can not stand up against this man of war.” To which David recounted past victories against lions and bears. And if God had delivered him from these fierce animals, he would certainly deliver him from this uncircumcised defiler of God.

It is important to remember, when facing giant challenges, that you have had victories in the past. God in great mercy has brought you through them. Remembering the victories of the past will give you courage to face future giants. When facing giant challenges, pick up the stone of the past and remember your victories.
Secondly pick up the stone of Prayer. David went low into the valley before he went high into the battle. Don’t face your giant without first facing God. Go down low on your knees before you rise to meet your giant. I mentioned how David is a lot like us. When you read the full story of David’s kingship, the thing that becomes all too evident is how human he is. David isn’t always the noble king. And sometimes he loses his battle to be a man of God. But the times he was successful, he prayed. The times he failed he didn’t pray. Learn your lesson from David. Pick up the stone of prayer. Face God before you face your giant. 

The third stone is that of Priority. Note what was important that day for David. It wasn’t his own comfort or safety. It wasn’t his reputation. He was angry that this Philistine was defiling the name of God and no one seemed to want to do anything about it. His only concern was saving the reputation of the name of the living God.

David reminds me of a fresh-out-of-seminary pastor whose head is full of fresh theology and the “right” way to do things, ready to slay the heathen dragon. There is a focus of purpose that often times get young pastors into trouble. But sometimes the church needs that single-mindedness. Sometimes we all need that single-mindedness. We need to remember what truly is important when we face our giants. Like David, do we remember that, first and foremost, we are to love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength? Pick up that stone of priority.

The fourth stone is that of Passion. If you are counting from your thumb it lands on the finger that many of us wear a wedding band and the passion that it represents for life. God intends that we approach life and our giants with the same kind of passion with which David confronted his giant. Remember that Scripture says that David ran to Goliath. He didn’t sneak up on him. He didn’t walk toward him. David ran toward him. When was the last time you ran toward your giant of a challenge? Typically we run away from our problems. But what David is teaching us is that we don’t have to run away. With God’s help we can confront any behemoth that stands in front of us. We don’t need to let it claim deed to our lives because our lives belong to God, and we need fear nothing. Do like David and run toward your giant challenge. Pick up the stone of passion.

And lastly pick up the stone of Persistence. Why did David pick up five stones? Well if you read in 2 Samuel 21 you will find that Goliath wasn’t the only giant of the Philistines. There are four others in the 2 Samuel 21. Lucado muses that Goliath had four relatives, all giants. As far as David knew, they were going to come over the hill as soon as Goliath was slain. And so David was ready. If he needed to reload, then he was ready to reload.

Sometimes we need to be ready, we need to be persistent. One effort is often not enough. It brings back that old adage, “If at first you don’t succeed, try and try again.” We have to stay at it. We have to keep going. We have to keep trying. If we stay at it we know that with God’s help no matter how big the problem - how giant the challenge - it will come down. What David learned is that no giant is too big if God is your God. Don’t forget to pick up the last stone of persistence.

But perhaps the most interesting point that Lucado makes is that when you read through this story, the fact to note is that David is not focusing Goliath. He is focusing on God. If you read through the story and count how many times David talks about Goliath and how many times David talks about God, Lucado claims that David talks about God more than four times more than he talks about Goliath. I took his word for it. And his point was this, “If you focus on giants you will fall. If you focus on God, your giants will fall.”
Think about it and you can’t help but know its truth. If you were to spend more than four times the effort with God, in prayer, reading scripture, worshiping, than you do on whatever giant challenge, don’t you think that giant would shrink to a manageable size, especially compared to the grandness and love of God?

Giant challenges will always present themselves. Right now this nation is facing an economic one for which these generations have never seen the like, especially here in Michigan which carries the dubious honor of having the greatest unemployment. I don’t have to preach about it. Every day the news builds this giant larger and stronger. Ann Arbor, I think has been somewhat insulated with minor dips in the economy in the past, but this one is hitting us hard, too. Many have lost their jobs. For many of us who still have jobs, there is a sense of fortune, but also fear of when the next shoe will drop.

It has of course trickled to the ministry and finances of the church. We are facing a challenge of giant proportions. We have been trying to stay ahead of the curve - freezing salaries, eliminating a clergy position, reducing the budget of each program and committee, postponing major repairs to the parking lot. But it is not adding up to enough. And so we have had to implement some midyear corrections which no one feels good about, especially those who it directly affects. You have probably heard about them or read about it in the church-wide email I sent out Friday.

And so our leadership has made some very difficult decisions:


- Eliminated the matching portion to the pension savings program for our lay employees.


- Reduced the Business Manager’s hours and salary from 40 hours a week to 30.


- And eliminated the Coordinator for Children and Family Ministries position.

It is the commitment of the Leadership to maintain a strong and vital ministry. These cuts at this time represented the greatest potential to be the least disruptive.

I am less concerned for the church than I am for the people these decisions directly affect, and so I ask that you keep Ellen Lewis, Brad Vincent, and all the lay staff in your prayers.

In spite of the giant challenge before us, I am convinced that the church will not only survive, but thrive, even through this, if we remember that:

We have a long and fruitful past: full of victories in the face of giant challenges that have come before.

We pray: that we turn to God before we turn to the problems.

We keep our priority: to first love God in all that we do, in all that we are, and in all that we have.

We keep the passion: that we stay in love with the work of Christ in the world.

And we persist: never doubting that God will always use whatever it is we have to offer.

There are giants out there, but if we choose to focus on them we will fall. If we focus on God, our giants will fall. The latter of which I pray will be true for your life and for mine, and for ours together. Amen.
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