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Blessed Are Those Who Do What Has To Be Done

I Chronicles 11:22-25

August 30, 2009
Rev. J. Douglas Paterson
I’m the guy you never saw, but, if you had thought of it, you were glad I was around. Chances are though, you wouldn’t have thought of it, unless of course I wasn’t doing my job. Then you would have complained.

I used to work for the city of Adrian in the parks and trees department as a summer job. One of my jobs early on was to dump all the garbage cans in all the parks. Mondays, of course, were the worst since you would have a whole weekend of garbage that had been piling up and often times was overflowing. But the killer of all garbage-dumping days was the first day back at work after a long holiday weekend like the Fourth of July. We would cringe going to work that day for fear we might get the garbage pick-up duty. It is not for the faint of heart. For some, retching was part of the job.

It is amazing what people will throw into a public garbage can. We would find dead animals, and things we could identify but stunk to high heaven. I love Kentucky Fried Chicken, but there was a time I could not eat it because I was introduced to it after it rotted in a hot garbage can for three days. It was not a pretty job.

One summer I got promoted to caring for a whole park. That was great. No more garbage detail. On the other hand, there were public restrooms I became responsible for. I was constantly amazed how people did not know how to use public restrooms. They would often use all of it except for the toilet. Again, there was nothing worse than having to clean a public restroom in a park after a three day holiday weekend. Just use your imagination if you dare.

William Watley, in his book “From Mess to Miracle” says this: 

Although all honest ways of earning a living are honorable, all honest ways of earning a living are not glamorous. All work done in a home may be necessary, but all housework may not be exciting. All schoolwork may be important, however, all schoolwork may not be interesting. All sincere and inspired church work may lead to eternal life, however, all sincere and inspired church work does not have eternal significance. Earthly life would be heavenly indeed if it was solely filled with glamorous, exciting, interesting, and eternally significant tasks. Life, however, is also filled with non-glamorous, unexciting, uninteresting, and uneventful things, which must still be done if life is to be complete and livable.  (Pg. 85)
Watley goes on to contrast the difference between a big-time politician with celebrity status and a garbage collector. One may be glamorous and the other not, but I think we would all rather live with more garbage collectors than politicians. That isn’t meant to be a derogatory comment about politicians. It’s just that sometimes it is the unglamorous; it’s the common; it’s sometimes those things that are unpleasant and dirty that are the most necessary. So blessed are those who do what has to be done.

Such was the man Benaiah. It was Watley who introduced me again to Benaiah. And I am indebted to him for both the structure and the content for this today’s message. I’m sure I have met Benaiah before. Maybe you have, too. He is one in Scripture that you might read about and not give him a second thought. In part, because, he is not given much press time. He is mentioned mostly just in passing. We only hear about Benaiah in the historical records of the Old Testament, and only as an off-hand comment in the larger story of how King David put together his team for governing, which mostly consisted of army commanders. Why? Because that is who David knew. It was more than just a bunch of soldiers. It was a family who in crisis situations proved their character for being leaders

Benaiah was one of David’s brave and noble warriors known to all because of his deeds which won him the position of commander of David’s bodyguard. What did he do to gain such a position? He fought two fierce soldiers of Moab, either one of whom would have been more than a match for an ordinary soldier, and emerged the victor. Then, after slaying a lion, Benaiah also slew an Egyptian giant who carried a spear like a “weaver’s beam.” Brave warriors face great opponents, the kind that would overwhelm the ordinary soldier.

Brave faith faces great tests, the kind that mediocre religion is unable to stand up against.
Only brave faith would consider giving up its most dearly beloved in obedience to the word of God, as did Abraham.

Only a brave faith would stand against Pharaoh with nothing more than the promise of God and deliver his people out of slavery, as did Moses.

Only a brave faith can defy kings’ edicts and remain vigilant in prayer and even refuse to bow to golden images at the risk of careers and life, as did Daniel and many of our faith heroes.

Only brave faith can undertake great things for God and do great things through God.

Only a brave church can undertake great challenges. While some churches shrink from great risks fearing failure, the brave church understands that nothing is too hard for God. The brave church remembers that the God whom they serve is the designer and owner of all that is and promises to provide for all God’s children.

Benaiah was not only loyal and brave but also conscientious. He was willing to do what had to be done. Our text recounts an incident in which a pit had been dug to trap a lion on the loose. It was effective and it caught the lion. The problem was no one wanted the unpleasant task of descending into the pit to slay the lion. However, if the community were to live in peace again, someone would have to face the lion. 

Benaiah had nothing to gain by doing it; he already had enough honors attached to his name. His bravery had already been established through his many exploits on the battlefield. He didn’t need to fight lions to advance his career. He was already a leader, he could have just told some underling to care for it. However, conscientious people don’t assign others to tasks simply because they have the authority to do so. Conscientious people do not assign others simply because they personally prefer not to do the task themselves.

If there is something that has to be done, 


Whether there’s personal glory in it or not;



Whether it is unpleasant or not; 




Whether they are asked or not;

If no one else is doing it, conscientious people step forward and do what has to be done.

Benaiah was a conscientious person. Hence, on a snowy day when all others were safely huddled in their homes, when all others were unwilling to take the risk to jump into the pit to care for the lion that was harassing their community, Benaiah, by himself, went down into the pit and did what needed to be done. He slew the lion and brought peace to the community. 
Thank God for those who do what has to be done.

Thank God for church members who see a need and do what has to be done, even if no one is watching. And believe it or not, most tasks that need to be done are not very glamorous. It might be as simple as picking up the trash that blew into the bushes that you spy on your way into the church. Or picking up the paper towel that fell on the floor in the bathroom instead of making into the trash can. Maybe it is giving someone a call you haven’t seen in church in a while and find out how they are doing, or visiting the sick; listening to someone else’s problems; attending long and sometimes heated meetings, soothing hurt egos. This is not glamorous work. However, if the church is to be a caring community, if God’s house is to be kept beautiful, then someone has to be willing to do what has to be done.

Some of these non-glamorous tasks may be personally inconvenient, and perhaps some of them may be someone else’s official responsibility. However, if the job isn’t being done, why not offer a helping hand? Why can’t we be the persons who say the words to restore peace when confusion has arisen? Why can’t our hands be the ones to drive a nail, lift a broom, or stuff a letter to be sent? If a job in the church isn’t being accomplished according to expectation, why don’t we give some of our time and volunteer to make things happen? Why can’t we be those persons who are willing to stand in the gap between problems and solutions, between needs and fulfillment? Why can’t we be the persons who stand ready to say: “Lord, hear am I, send me”?
We live a grace-filled life today and have hope for tomorrow because when we were in the pit, when the lion of sin and death terrorized us, the noble one of God, Jesus Christ came down into the pit one Good Friday and set us free.

There is a story about a man who dreamed that he fell into a deep dark well. He first called for help until he became hoarse, but no one heard him. He began to try to climb out, but his fingers couldn’t get a decent grip on the slippery sides of the well. He would climb so far and fall back down. Finally, with his fingers bloodied, he gave up trying to climb out of the well and called again for help. 
This time a passerby heard him and said, “I can’t get you out of the well, but I can make it more comfortable for you.” He dropped a bottle of liquor into the well, and after the man drank it, the well didn’t seem so bad after all. However, after a while sobriety returned, as it always does, and the man began to be miserable again.

Another passerby happened to come along and said: “I can’t get you out of the well, but things could be worse. Accept your situation and make the best of it.” The man tried not to feel sorry for himself and to be grateful that he was alive, but that didn’t work. He was still miserable and alone, and despair maintained its grip upon his spirit. He started to climb again; after all, he had always been able to take care of himself. But bloody, cold, and hungry, he slid back into the bottom of the well.

Then another appeared at the top of the well and said, “I can get you out of the well. But you have to trust me.” The man in the well didn’t know how this other person would rescue him, but he knew that he couldn’t deliver himself, so he told him, “Yes, I’ll trust you.” Then Jesus Christ did what none of the others had been willing or able to do. He jumped into the well himself, and upon his shoulders, the man stood and climbed out of the well, and Jesus remained in his place.

Some two thousand years ago, Jesus did what had to be done, and it was far from glamorous. If you have been lifted by Jesus, then the command comes to you: do what has to be done and lift someone else.

Blessed are those who do what has to be done. 
I pray that blessing upon your life and mine. Amen.
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