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A city fellow was tooling down a country road when his car sputtered to a complete stop near a field filled with cows. The driver, getting out to see what was the matter, noticed one of the cows looking at him.
“I believe it’s your radiator,” said the cow. 
The man nearly jumped right out of his shoes! He ran to the nearest farmhouse and knocked on the door. “A cow just gave me advice about my car!” he shouted, waving his arms frantically back toward the field. 
The farmer nonchalantly leaned out beyond the doorframe to glance down the field. “The cow with two big black spots on it?” the farmer asked slowly. 
“Yes! Yes! That’s the one!” the excited man replied. 
“Oh. Well, that’s Ethel,” the farmer said, turning back to the man. “Don’t pay any attention to her. She doesn’t know a darn thing about cars.”
<><><>
Humanity has been compared to many things in scripture. Metaphorically, perhaps, the most pervasive rendering in Scripture is that of sheep. Throughout the Bible, in an effort to try to understand who God is, God is often identified as a shepherd.

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters; He restores my soul. 

In the New Testament we hear about Jesus as the good shepherd and we are the flock of his pastures. How often do we see depictions of Jesus with a staff and a lamb in his arms? The only problem I have with this metaphor is that sheep are about the dumbest animals on earth. They really can’t think for themselves. They have this flock mentality and are easily manipulated, which is why it is nice to have a “good” shepherd. We are just as likely to follow a “bad” shepherd, and suffer the consequences of doing so.

However, Homiletics Magazine suggests a new metaphor, one based on a study that came out of England. If we need a metaphor for humanity in our relationship to God, perhaps we should consider cows.

The study that was cited said that affectionate treatment of cattle - including the giving of names to cows - can increase the amount of milk they give. The average cow produces about 2,000 gallons of milk a year, but if you know her by name, she’ll give you an extra 68 gallons.

There is a message here for the church. Or as the article said, let’s milk this study for all it’s worth.
The research says that if a cow is not given individual attention, then it’s likely to be uncomfortable around humans and become stressed. A stressed cow releases a certain hormone, which inhibits milk production.

Cow-Friendly farmers name their cows and make contact with them from an early age. They chat to them in passing. They walk among the cows and speak with them.

Jon Bansen, the owner and operator of an organic dairy farm in Oregon, knows each of his 165 cows by a personal name. His grandfather started this practice, making the rule that you couldn’t be head-milker until you could identify every cow by name. 
He’s convinced that a cow that’s happy and calm is going to produce more milk. And naming a cow, combined with really understanding the animals and their behavior, is going to increase milk production.
So cows that are known by name will be happy, calm and productive. Anonymous cattle are going to be stressed and unproductive.
Makes sense, doesn’t it? And God knows that the same applies to you and me. So even though we have grown comfortable with the metaphor that we are the sheep of God’s pasture, today, we’re talking about cows. Try to wrap your head around a new metaphor. Jesus is a cow-friendly Christ, and like it or not, we are the cows.

Our lesson today from the letter to the Hebrews says that “Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son.”
The whole rendering of God’s saving history, the evolution of our understanding and standing in relationship with God, moves from this creator beyond us that seems indifferent and arbitrary at best, and a self-indulgent, egomaniac at worse, to the fact that God, through Jesus, chooses to walk among us, relating to us, and calling us by name.

You are known.

The Gospel of John tells us, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. …And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” (1:1, 14)


Not distant, but with us,



Not silent, but speaking to us.




Not harsh, but full of grace and truth.

“For this reason,” Hebrews says, “Jesus is not ashamed to call [you] brothers and sisters, saying ‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you” (2:12).

You are known. God calls you by name, not simply because God can, but so you might find the assurance and peace that creates in you the ability to be produce more in terms of love, patience, kindness, justice, and peace for the realm of God on earth even as it is in heaven. 

There is a down side for knowing your cattle by name. We had family friends who owned a farm and had cows and other animals. I remember, even though I was quite young, dining at their home. It was a nice roast beef dinner. All of a sudden their daughter stopped eating, looked at her father and asked, “Is this Mabel?” Her father softly nodded and said, “Yes.” She then asked to be excused from the table.

It was all rather lost on me until my parents explained on the way home that Mabel was her cow that she cared for and named, but was now eating.

There is an old adage that says to know someone’s name is to have power over them. In God’s case, to know your name is to love you. And not to anthropomorphize too much, but when we fall away from our relationship with God, what we learn through Jesus is that God grieves, and will do almost anything to draw us back into the fold.

That is what we celebrate this morning. God is not distant, or silent, or harsh. Just the opposite; God in Christ walks with us, talks with us, and calls us by name. And Christ invites you to his table once again to remind you that you are known. You are brothers and sisters with Christ. And in Christ we are brothers and sisters with all humanity and to all creation.

Thanks be to God. Amen.
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