Director of Youth Ministries
First United Methodist Church of Ann Arbor

First United Methodist Church of Ann Arbor (FUMC) seeks a dynamic and energetic Director of Youth Ministries.

This full-time position has the primary responsibility to provide vision and oversight of ministry to youth in grades 7 to 12.  The Director provides support, supervision and guidance for youth, and works in collaboration with parents, church and community leaders. This position reports directly to the Senior Pastor and works closely with other Lay and Clergy staff.  

Ann Arbor FUMC has a vibrant, healthy, youth program of over one hundred 7th to 12th graders in a congregation of about 1,200 members.  The program is well known for its global and local mission work, performance programs, documentary movies, worship, and intentional faith development. Youth at Ann Arbor FUMC are offered transforming experiences and empowered to transform the world. 
Primary Responsibilities Include:

· Creating the vision for youth ministries and aligning these ministries with the vision of Ann Arbor FUMC

· Building relationships with youth and their families.

· Fostering lay leadership, both adult and youth for youth ministries. This includes but is not limited to recruitment, training, and support of volunteers. 
· Developing fresh, current and informed youth ministry offerings. This includes providing effective, suitable, and engaging curriculum.
· Recommending goals, safety policies, budgets and objectives for youth ministry initiatives to appropriate committees (including Leadership Council, Staff Parish Relations, Trustees, Outreach, and Finance).

· Preparing, overseeing and administering youth budgets.

· Encouraging youth involvement in the life of this congregation.
Major regular activities and events include:

· Facilitate Sunday morning classes for youth in grades 7 - 12
· Direct and coordinate Confirmation classes

· Coordinate Sunday evening youth fellowship programs
· Attend weekly staff meetings, monthly Youth Ministry meetings and any other meetings required by the supervising pastor.
· Organize and lead youth retreats (currently two a year)

· Organize and provide leadership for youth mission trips (usually three each summer)

· Provide community outreach opportunities for youth


Ideal candidates will have significant experience creating and executing effective programs for youth ministry.  Experience providing leadership and assisting youth in developing a mature faith is essential.  The ideal candidate will also be knowledgeable and able to articulate and embrace a Wesleyan theology as practiced in the United Methodist Church. We hope for someone looking for a significant tenure in youth ministry at FUMC. 
Education and Skills Required:

· Bachelors degree or equivalent in an area relevant to youth ministry and spiritual formation is the minimum requirement.  Relevant higher degree is desirable (M.R.E. or M.Div. is a plus).

· Significant experience building and growing a youth ministry

· Proficiency in generating effective programs and implementing creative ideas

· Ability to cultivate leadership and delegate to others.
· Understanding of adolescent psychology and development, and of educational teaching methods

· Ability to articulate their faith and inspire others

· Commitment to a team concept of ministry.

FUMC is committed to equal opportunity in the terms and conditions of employment for all employees and job applicants without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, gender identity or gender expression, national origin, disability or veteran status. FUMC also complies with all applicable national, state and local laws governing nondiscrimination in employment as well as employment eligibility verification requirements of the Immigration and Nationality Act. Compensation will be commensurate with experience.

FUMC Welcoming Statement

As congregants of the First United Methodist Church of Ann Arbor, we welcome and affirm all persons. We are intentional in being inclusive of those of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender orientations, all genders, ethnicities, nationalities, and abilities. In modeling the ministry of Jesus Christ, we shall all journey together into full participation in the life of the United Methodist Church and a closer relationship with God.  (adopted 1/7/07)

To apply:  Interested candidates should send a resume, letter of interest, and at least three references to Doug Paterson via email at recruit@fumc-a2.org or via postal mail at First United Methodist Church, 120 South State Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104.  All materials must be received by March 15, 2010.
For more information about the youth program at First United Methodist Church of Ann Arbor, visit our website at http://www.fumc-a2.org/cf/youth_ministries.cfm
