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Purpose of UMW 

The organized unit of 
United Methodist 
Women shall be a 

community of women 
whose purpose is to 

know God, and to 
experience freedom as 

whole persons 
through Jesus Christ; 
to develop a creative, 

supportive 
fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of 

mission through 
participation in the 
global ministries of 

the church. 

First United 
Methodist 

Church Coming Soon...
 January 22nd 

Annual cardmaking for cancer 
patients with PM3 
Asbury room  1pm  
(See Thank You inside)  

FEBRUARY 20/21 
UMW Weekend



The UMW Handbooks for 2016 have been mailed to you. The cover is 
"Fireball Fuschia" so you will always be able to find it. :-) 

It contains a program calendar for our local UMW activities, small group 
descriptions and lists of their members, birthdays, and much more. 
Hopefully, it will be a handy reference for you throughout the year. 

Please look your copy over and let me know if you find any errors for your 
information in the handbook. 

Thank you, 
Ann Hanton, Editor 

dahanton@sbcglobal.net 

Dear Friends,

     The Winter Season is in full 
swing, the school kids have had snow 
days, and we have become 
reacquainted with our snow shovels.  
It’s the time of year to catch up on 
your reading and those other projects 
that are put aside when we’d rather 
be outside in the warm sunshine.

     Upcoming events include FISH 
FRI, hosting Connections, and a Lenten 

Brunch and Retreat.  I encourage all 
of you to come out to as many as 
possible to chase the Winter Blues 
away.

     Let’s look forward to Spring, it 
will be here before we know it.

                                                                                
Peace and Love,                                                                              

Phyllis

mailto:dahanton@sbcglobal.net
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UMW BOOK CLUB ORGANIZING 

Have you wanted to join a book club or meet with UMW members to discuss 
recent/classic Books?  There will be an organizational meeting on Monday, 
Jan. 11, 2016 at 1 p.m. in the Asbury Room.  We can plan meeting times and 

select books to read and discuss.  All are welcome and bring your ideas.

“I am a cancer patient of U of M in Ann Arbor. I 
had an appointment on February 14. I will tell you 
that I wanted to be anywhere else in the world 
rather than the Cancer Center. I was handed a 
bag by the staff at the desk. I was delighted to 
read the lovely Valentines! I was very touched by 
the thought that went into them and the warmth 
and love I felt from people I did not know, and 
who certainly did not know me. Please tell 
everyone involved that their efforts mean a lot to 
those of us going through difficult times. Every ray 
of sunshine and every smile is so important. 
Thank you very, very much." 

Beautiful thank you for Valentines 

contributed to the Cancer Center 

last year



	  	  
THANK	  YOU	  -‐	  We	  are	  so	  grateful	  to	  all	  of	  the	  

wonderful	  people	  who	  supported	  our	  
organiza=on	  through	  their	  pledges,	  

supported	  our	  mission	  projects	  or	  shopped	  
shopped	  at	  our	  beans/bags/craDs/baked	  
goods	  sales.	  We	  appreciate	  each	  of	  you!	  

Susan Allen 
Marian Allmand 
Barbara Baily 
Susan Baily 
Helen Beavin 
Fran Betz 
Tori Booker 
Dee Chapell 
Marilyn Chasteen 
Marcia Chesney 
Nona Church 
Ruth Ann Church 
Kelly Cleland 
Maria Constant 
Mary Danforth 
Mary Dalzell 
Lillian DeHart 
Jesse DeWitt 
Deanna Dittmar 
Karen Donahue 
Dixie Edwards 
Sue Elliott 
Jean Eridon 
Wendy Everett 
Olivia Fanning 
Elaine Fisher 

Janet Fogler 
Helen Gierman 
Marci Gilchrist 
Kathryn Grammel 
Elaine Greene 
Melinda Haithcock 
Ann Hanton 
Phyllis Hill 
Art Holst 
Debbie Houghton 
Sandra Hultquist 
Virginia Hunt 
Carole Hunter 
Spring Jackson 
Betsy Kincaid 
Karen Kurcz 
Karen Lind 
Mary McClusky 
Carol McDonnell 
Kate Neelands 
Sarah Nooden 
Lynn Palacios 
Mara Palty 
Catherine Pardon 
Karla Paterson 
Lynne Pauer 

Phyllis Rector 
Julie Roesch 
Joan Roth 
Dawn Rudnick 
Helen Ryan 
Larry Sarbaugh 
Sue Seitz 
Jessie Siekmeier 
Claire Sprau 
Carole Starnes 
Kathy Stroud 
Ruth Tabler 
Josh Warn 
Donna Wegryn 
Marge Whitacre 
Lynn White 
Fran Wicks 
Laurie Wicks 
Pat Wilson 
Norma Wonnacott 
Marilee Woodworth 

2015 Contributors to United Methodist Women 



(Return to:   Betsy Kincaid, Unit Treasurer, 235 Katherine Way, Dexter, MI  
48130) 

2016 PLEDGE TO MISSION 

For the year 2016, I pledge $_____________ to support United Methodist 
Women’s local, national and global mission. 

To be paid: 
___Monthly ___Quarterly ___Yearly 

________________________________ Name 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
PLEDGE TO MISSION

As members of United Methodist women, we celebrate and commit to 
supporting United Methodist women’s local, national and global mission 

outreach.
UMW’s mission giving starts small with individual pledges. But, like the 

mustard seed, it grows and provides for many, letting them know that 
whatever the situation, God is still with us.

UMW’s mission giving allows us to help with local needs, communities 
elsewhere in our nation and around the world It allows us to speak where  

otherwise our voices would not be heard.
 

To contribute to the UMW, simply print this page and 
put it in the UMW mailbox in the office hallway.  We 

are so grateful for your pledge.



Food for the Soul
Mary McClusky, Spiritual Growth Coordinator

“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; to declare 
your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night.” Psalm 92:2 

A Daily Office 

“There may be no better practice to begin a new Christian year than a daily office. A daily routine for 
the prayer, something simple, predictable, on a set rhythm and schedule, can cultivate a deep 
practice of obedience; of listening for and hearing God’s presence in the daily. The root of the word 
obedience means just this – to hear. The intent of practicing daily office is to spend disciplined time 
with God, showing up at a set time alone or in community, so that a habit of prayer is established. 

A daily office, often called praying the hours, is a set rhythm and format of prayer by which a 
community or individual goes obediently to God in prayer at regular intervals during the day. It might 
include simply morning and evening prayer; a schedule of morning, midday and evening prayer; or 
a more extended daily office with as many as nine prayer times, such as those practiced in many 
monastic orders. The time of each office should be consistently observed, even if practiced in 
solitude, because the rhythm and obedience of the practice are as much gifts as the content. 

The content of a daily office can vary according to design by the individual or community. Most often 
a daily office includes a rhythm of silence, reading the psalms and other scriptures, the Lord’s 
Prayer, along with prayers of praise, petition, and intercession, all framed by an invocation and 
benediction. But in fact a daily office can be as simple as coming to prayer in silence, reading a 
Psalm, and prayers of gratitude and petition once a day. 

How better to greet Immanuel, God-With-Us, in the new year than by daily practicing to be-with-
God? May this rhythm of prayer, begun in Advent, help us “hear” God daily.” 

Taken from “Simply Wait – Cultivating Stillness in the Season of Advent” by Pamela C. Hawkins p. 101 



ASBURY LIBRARY: NEW 
BOOKS 

*Denotes Books in the 2016 UMW Reading 
Program 

Chasing the Divine in the Holy Land* 
 By Ruth Everhart 

Coffee, Tea, and Holy Water: One 
Woman’s Journey to Experience 
Christianity  
 Around the Globe*  By Amanda 
Hudson 

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up 
for Education and Was Shot by the 
Taliban* 
 By Malala Yousafzai 

Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential 
Prayers 
 By Anne Lamott 

Key United Methodist Beliefs* 
 By William J. Abraham 

No Act of Love is Ever Wasted: 
Spirituality of Caring for Persons with 
Dementia 

 By Jack Hansen 

Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a 
Sinner & Saint 
 By Nadia Bolz-Weber 

Seven Choices: Finding Daylight after 
Loss Shatters Your World 
 By Elizabeth Harper Neeld 

Shaping a Life of Significance for 
Retirement 
 By Jack Hansen 

This Far By Faith* 
 By Faith Fowler (Yes – this is Cass 
Community Faith Fowler!) 

Uprising: A New Age Is Dawning for 
Every Mother’s Daughter* 
 By Sally Armstrong 

Voices of Aging: Adult Children and 
Aging Parents Talk with God 
 By Missy Buchanan 

A Widow’s Prayer 
 By Nell E. Noonan 
	   	  



response Review 
by Mary Danforth, Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation 

LONGING FOR PEACE

December 2016 – Longing for Peace –  

We have just celebrated the birth of the 
Prince of Peace but are still living in a 
world that has not yet grasped the 
importance of working to make the 
world a “place of peace”.   

In the December 2015 issue of 
response magazine, the focus of most 
of the articles was on PEACE –  

•	 First of all, we need to believe 
that peace is possible and will 
exist, because we will continue to 
work for peace.   

•	 Second, we possibly need to 
review what we mean by “peace”.  
The Hebrew word for peace, 
“shalom,” means “harmony, 
wholeness, welcome and 
nurturing as well as cessation of 
violence.”  This means focusing 
on relations between people and 
the conditions in which they live. 

•	 Third, we need to learn more 
about what we can do, as 
individuals and as part of a 
community of faith, to help bring 
peace into our families, local 
communities and the world.  

•	 Finally, we need to take what 
steps we can to work for peace 

As Harriett Jane Olson (General 
Secretary of United Methodist Women) 
says, “We seek to honor the rights of all 

people, respecting their dignity and 
investing ourselves in conditions that 
make for community healing and 
restoration as well as cessation of 
violence.  This investment in peace 
stands in strong contrast to investing 
in walls and armaments.  It is a long 
path that requires intense spiritual 
work, but it is the only way to build a 
peace that can last.” 

There were 2 very long articles about 
working for justice and peace in Israel/
Palestine, focusing on the non-violent 
and loving actions we  (as the church) 
must take.  This included boycott, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS).  U. S. 
churches are beginning to examine the 
“log in our own eye” with regard to 
economic complicity.  An example (one 
of many) would be that churches could 
look carefully at their investments and 
not invest in companies like Caterpillar.  
It was Caterpillar D9 armored 
bulldozers that leveled a Palestinian 
refugee camp in 2002.  Apparently 
other “complicit” companies are:  
Motorola, ITT Corporation, United 
Technologies and Citigroup.   

This is the sort of information that 
makes many of us uncomfortable and is 
almost too complex to understand.  
However, the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), in 2004, began the process of 
“phased selective divestment” from 
companies supporting violence and 
occupation.  (Continued next page) 



 And the involvement of these 
companies is broader than just Israel/
Palestine.  At the United Methodist 
General Conference in 2016, 
“divestment from companies involved 
with Israel’s occupation of Palestinian 
land” will be a topic. 

I should mention that we will possibly 
be able to get some good feedback from 
the group at our church travelling to 
Israel/Palestine in January as to what 
the situation is like.   

Now that I have discussed one of the 
most challenging “peace” topics, there 
is, of course, much that is being done 
around the world by United Methodist 
Women to bring peace and justice to 
local communities.  One UMW group in 
Greensboro, NC, is working with a 
school in an impoverished 
neighborhood in Greensboro to make 
sure children have access to books and 
the ability to read them. The program 
has broadened into a community effort 
with the local Lions club donating 
money for books.  This moved on to 
having “reading buddies” - pairing 
children with a United Methodist 
woman or a member of the community.  
They have also supplied other items 
such as food pantry items and 
playground equipment.  This is a great 
example of providing nurturing and 
wholeness which leads to peace. 

The Neighborhood Center in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, has existing 
since 1910 and is one of the National 
Missions supported by United 

Methodist Women (and therefore 
YOU).  This community-based center 
helps young people “discover and 
develop their capabilities”.  They 
provide a wide range of services from 
infant and child care to nutrition, 
clothing and eyeglasses.  As the author 
says “It would be difficult to find a 
person who has lived in Harrisburg’s 
Midtown in the past 100 years whose 
life was not touched – and improved – 
by Neighborhood Center.”   

Irma Clark, a UMW Director, said, “To 
find happiness in God you must be at 
peace with yourself.”  “For me, love, 
compassion and concerns for others 
are real sources of happiness.” 

As we move into 2016, do you feel you 
are “at peace with yourself”?  Have you 
found that reaching out to others is a 
source of joy for you?  Do you long for 
peace in the world?  Is there more you 
can do to be a servant of the Prince of 
Peace and help bring peace and joy to 
others? 



Aerie Book Group -   Contact Pat Wilson at 
patwilson82@yahoo.com for more info. 
Uncommon Threads-  We will not meet on 
January 18th as it is MLK Day.   We meet on the 
first and third Mondays of the month.  Visitors 
and walk-ins are always welcome.  If you like to 
quilt, knit, crochet, or weave, think of joining us 
for an afternoon of fellowship and fun.  Help us 
cut down on paper usage by bringing your own 
coffee or tea mugs.  

PM3  -We will be making Valentines for cancer 
patients on Friday, January 22nd.  Please join us 
at 1pm in the Asbury room for some "crafty fun."  
Materials provided.  If you have  leftover ribbon, 
stickers, scissors, glue or paste brint it along.    
For more information, contact SandyHultquist 
at 663-8890, or slhultquist@comcast.net. 

Sisterhood -http://www.meetup.com/First-
United-Methodist-Church-of-Ann-Arbor-The-
Sisterhood/ 

Mother’s Too -  Mother’s Too will  meet 11:00 
a.m.  Sun., January 10th in the Aldersgate room 
(next to the chapel)  for discussion.  Contact 
Sarah Nooden (snooden@umich.edu, 663-5667) 

Sarah's Sisters -Our meeting for Januaey will be 
on Tuesday  the 12h.  . We will gather at 1 pm 
at Moon Winks Cafe on Plymouth Rd in 
Dixboro. Come and be part of a group of women 
who are asking and listening, encouraging and 
supporting, caring and doing. Join us as we 
share, pray and listen. Looking forward to seeing 
everyone. All are welcome. 
More info: contact Dee Chapell 734-668-7160 
email: deechapell@aol.com  

1 Holly Kiener

1 Fran Wicks

6 Joan Stark

7 Janet Leach

9 Tina Alee

11 Helen Ryan

13 Dee Chapell

14 Angelina Garner

17 Dixie Edwards

17 Anne-Marie Ilgen

19 Mary Dalzell

19 Sue Johnston

22 Sarah Christensen

23 Marilyn Chase

23 Joan Cooch

23 Ann Hanton

24 Moni Dressler

26 Barbara Northrup

27 Yomiko Sanford

small groups meetings 
(Join one anytime!)

This newsletter is a monthly publication of  the United Methodist Women of  FUMC, Ann Arbor, Mi. For 
inquiries and change of  address notify the church at 734-662-4536   Jean Eridon, Editor 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