
Update on Commitments for 2019 
We have received the following commitments:  
    Operating Budget: $830,922  
    Mortgage: $125,074 
    Households responding: 220 

It’s not too late to submit a giving pledge for the year 
ahead. Mail yours in today or submit your pledge 
online: https://tinyurl.com/fumc2019pledge.  

Tuesday Brown Bag Lunch Study — Bring your 
lunch and join us for a weekly midday hour-long 
Bible study on the book of Acts. This drop-in weekly 
“Brown Bag” study is a great place to either begin a 
regular practice of reading the Bible, or to ponder 
books of the Bible you have yet to read. Bring your 
lunch and join the conversation—our study of Acts 
will begin Tue., Jan. 8. We meet Tuesdays, from 
12:00-1:00pm in the Chapel.  

Conversations about Science & Religion con-
tinue! “Understanding the Mind, Learning 
and Technology – Cyberspace and the Mind” 
will be the topic on Sun., Jan. 13 at 11am in Cal-
kins Hall, for Conversations About Science and Re-
ligion. Our leader will be Ioulia Kovelman, Ph.D., 
Assoc Prof of Psychology and Co-director of the 
fNIRS Brain Imaging Laboratory at the University of 
Michigan. Dr. Kovelman is an expert in cognitive 
development with research interests in language and 
reading development in monolingual and bilingual 
infants, children, and adults. Background for the 
conversation can be found in Chapter 3 of Noreen 
Herzfeld’s book Technology and Religion. Everyone 
is invited! Childcare is available in the A Room. 

Centering through Faith today (Sun., Jan. 6): 
While Lectio Divina is an ancient method of praying 
with scripture, Visio Divina (Latin for “divine see-
ing”) is a method for praying with images. Shonagh 
Taruza, who contributed much of her art to last 
year’s Pilgrimage of Hope, will lead us in revisiting 
this intentional way of praying with images. Come 
explore this contemplative practice, taking time to 
look beyond first impressions and understandings. 
Join us in Calkins Hall at 11am! 

Unhang the Greens! Stick around 
today (Sun., Jan 6) and join us as we 
stow all the beautiful wreaths, garlands, 
bows, and trees that decorate the 

downtown building away until next year! We’ll begin 
at 12:30pm in the Sanctuary. (There will be pizza!) 

Orientation for New Administrative Commit-
tee Members is today (Sun., Jan. 6) at 11am 
starting in the Wesley Lounge. All new and existing 
members of Leadership Council, Finance Commit-
tee, Trustees, Staff/Parish Relations Committee,  
and Committee on Lay Leadership are encouraged 
to take part. 

It’s resolution time! Resolve to send youth on a 
mission trip when you buy gas and groceries with 
scrip. You can also help, when you link your Kroger 
Plus or Busch’s MyWay number to FUMC Youth, a 
percentage comes back to FUMC Youth that is used 
on summer mission trips. Stop by the Youth Scrip 
table during Connections to buy scrip or learn more. 

Thanks to the wonderful generosity of the peo-
ple of FUMC, every single one of the nearly 500 gift 
requests on our Giving Tree was filled. The kids at 
Bryant Community Center received their gifts at 
their Christmas party on December 18, and the Al-
pha House gifts were delivered on December 13. You 
made a lot of kids very happy. Thanks to everyone 
who helped — we hope you had a blessed Christmas.  

Our Life in the Church 
Downtown & Green Wood for the week beginning Sunday, January 6, 2019 

Bulletin announcements are due by noon on Wednesdays. Send via email to adele@fumc-a2.org or call the church office, 662-4536. 

This is our First  
Weekend Food Drive! 

Thank you for your donations that support the 
homeless and working poor in our community! 



Mothers Too will meet Sun., Jan. 13 at 11am in 
the Aldersgate room to discuss personal and church 
issues in a nonjudgmental, caring way. Questions? 
Sarah Nooden (snooden@umich.edu, 663-5667). 

Connect the Dots — Do you have a limitation 
that keeps you from participating fully in wor-
ship? If there is something we can do to help you 
be more engaged, please let us know. You can 
contact Amy Kennedy in the church office or by 
email at amy@fumc-a2.org. 

We are all ambassadors! It takes all 
of us to welcome others to our church. 
Attending worship, church events, com-
mittee meetings, or just walking through 
the parking lot? Introduce yourself to someone you 
don’t know. Try “I don’t believe we’ve met. My name 
is ___” — then introduce this person to a friend. 

Bottle Caps Needed — We are again collecting 
bottle caps for students to use in Meru, Kenya. We 
will use the caps as math manipulatives to enhance 
children’s understanding of sorting, number facts, 
and place value. Please bring caps to the shoe box 
outside the downtown church office. Thank you! 

A new DivorceCare group will begin weekly 
meetings on Thu. Jan. 10 at Knox Presbyterian 
Church (2065 S. Wagner Rd., Ann Arbor). Divorce-
Care is a network of 15,000+ churches offering non-
denominational practical information and biblical 
teaching for those recovering from divorce or sepa-
ration. Registration fee is $25; childcare available 
with advanced notice. To enroll go to https://
knoxannarbor.org/divorcecare. Meetings run from 7
-9pm and continue weekly through March 28. 

Join the Second Quartile group on Thu., Jan. 
17 at 7pm to help us create a vision for our new Bible 
study group! Everyone is welcome to share ideas for 
a book to study together. We will still meet monthly 
for brunch after church as well. Our next brunch 
will be Sun., Jan. 20 after the 9:30am ser-
vice. Hope to see you there! Second Quartile is a 
group for people in the second quartile of their lives 
— ages 25-50. 

Our Life in the Church        

What is Stephen Ministry? Stephen 
Ministry is a lay ministry designed to help 
people going through tough transitions in 
life. Stephen Ministers are not therapists, 
but active listeners who walk alongside people ex-
periencing grief, loss, or tense relationships. They 
are available for confidential one-on-one weekly 
visits, to be a presence of Christian love and caring 
for those who need support. With interest, contact 
the office or email amy@fumc-a2.org.  

Karen and Al Bamsey are positive that First 
Church elves are the best in the world. Sue 
Elliott was instrumental in helping us move to our 
new digs by calling on Phyllis Rector, David Moore, 
Ingrid Sheldon, Ernie Brandon, Joan Roth, Joan 
Marty to pack everything in sight so that we could be 
ready to move on November 28. Then Mark and Sue 
Baily and such great folks as Spring and Tom Jack-
son, Barbara and Jim Higdon helped us unpack. 
Chuck Woolley made a couple of trips to get our 
computers up and running. Barbara Higdon put pic-
tures up on the wall with two trips to our place, 
Roger Craig filled up our book shelf and did many 
other odd jobs that show up when we move from one 
home to another. Mark Baily filled a jeep with dona-
tions to Kiwanis among many other kindnesses. 
Claire Sprau showed up one afternoon and charged 
through many things needing to be sorted. What a 
crew—eager and competent and full of good cheer. 
Christmas arrived early for Karen and Al. We thank 
each and every one for their wonderful work! 

Access News 
The ENTIRE church lot downtown on Sun-
day mornings is reserved for those with 

mobility challenges including young families with 
strollers and first time visitors. Please leave the Van 
Accessible spaces free on Sundays unless you drive a 
van with a side ramp. Additional free parking is avail-
able close by on the street and in the structure on 
Washington St.  



What is involved in Church membership? 
Enjoy pizza and learn more about the ministries, 
programs, and values of our congregation and of the 
United Methodist Church, and discuss the meaning 
and principles of membership in the church at our 
next membership class, Sun., Jan. 27 at 12:30pm. 
Questions and interest you and other participants 
bring will be an important component and set the 
flow of conversation. At the conclusion you may de-
cide to join the congregation or not – you will have 
had the chance to ask questions and fully explore the 
meaning of your decision. Rsvp: tina@fumc-a2.org. 

Sign up to offer downtown altar flowers for 
worship services in 2019 — The poster is hanging 
outside the downtown church office. Cost: $50.  

Several folks received prayer shawls at the 
service of Light in the Darkness. Here is a prayer to 
use when you are wrapped in a prayer shawl: 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads 

me beside still waters; he restores my soul.  
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff—they comfort me. You prepare a table 

before me in the presence of my enemies; you 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.   

If you know someone who could use the blessing of a 
prayer shawl, please contact Amy Kennedy in the 
church office (734-662-4536 or amy@fumc-a2.org). 

Prayer Requests 

The FUMC Prayer Chain is here for all, members, friends, 
and visitors. If you have a prayer concern, you may email 
your request, write the request and place it in the Prayer 
Request Box in the narthex, submit your request via the 
church website, or contact one of the pastors directly. To 
submit your request via email, contact Olivia Fanning at 
olfanning@icloud.com. 

Revisit our “Pilgrimage of Hope” art exhibit online 
at  https://tinyurl.com/fumc-a2-pilgrimage2018  

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Plan events that reduce our  
carbon footprint. Arrange 

carpools, use public transportation, 
use less heat and air-conditioning. 

Extraction and production of nonrenewable  
energy disproportionately affects the lives of those 
already suffering from economic injustices. 

Do you want to help those  
reeling from recent natural  
disasters? Donations to UMCOR are used to respond to 

emergencies both domestically and abroad. Write a 
check to “FUMC”, put UMCOR in the memo, and put it in 
the collection plate. Give generously: 100% of your dona-
tion goes directly to assistance. 



FUMC Ann Arbor is on Facebook!  
Join us via our website: www.fumc-a2.org. 

Drop-in Weekly Gatherings 
The groups below welcome visitors at any time.  

Join one or more groups to enjoy fellowship while  
seeking to know God, love others, and serve the world.  

For more information on a group listed, contact the  
church office or consult the website. 

SUNDAYS: Global Issues (11am Chapel) This group meets to  
discuss timely and meaningful topics, Sept.- May. This class uses 
the “Great Decisions” text from the Foreign Policy Association 
(fpa.org). All are welcome to join us.  

MONDAYS: Monday Yoga (11:40am Calkins) One-hour beginning 
yoga class with Holly Vogtmann — bring a yoga mat, water bottle, 
and $13 per visit.  

TUESDAYS: Brown Bag Bible Advent Study (12:00pm Chapel)  
A one-hour midday drop-in study. Starting January 8, we will study 
the book of Acts. Bring your lunch!  

TUESDAYS: Paint Studio (3:30pm Asbury) A group of watercolor 
artists meets weekly to work on personal and group projects.  
People working in water-based media are welcome!  

NEW! WEDNESDAYS: Alcoholics Anonymous for Women   

(4:30-5:30pm Green Wood)  

FRIDAYS: Alcoholics Anonymous  (9:30-10:30am Social Hall)  

FRIDAYS: Debtors Anonymous  (11:30am-12:30pm Chapel)  

FRIDAYS: L.O.V.E. Thy Neighbor Bag Lunch preparation   
(6:30-7:30pm Kitchen) Prepare bag lunches for distribution to our 
community homeless.  

SATURDAYS: Men Of Faith (8:00am Asbury) Gathering of men  
interested in exploring faith expression.  

SATURDAYS: Alcoholics Anonymous  (10:00-11:00am  
Social Hall)  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6 

Adult Faith Formation: Centering Through Faith (11:00a) Calkins 
Committee Member Orientation (11:00a) Wesley Lounge 
Unhang the Greens downtown (12:30p) Sanctuary 
Youth at Whirlyball (6:00p) offsite: 750 Phoenix Drive 

MONDAY, JANUARY 7 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 

Brown Bag Study of Acts begins (12:00p) Chapel 
UMW Mission Team (5:30p) Room 212 
Boy Scouts (6:00p) Social Hall 
Youth Counselors Retreat (6:00p) Green Wood 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9 

Access Team (5:30p) Asbury 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 

Welcome Team (5:30p) Chapel 
Endowment (6:00p) Aldersgate 
Immigrant Hospitality Team (6:30p) Asbury 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11 

Green Wood Coffee House: David Vaughn (8:00p) Green Wood 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13 
Adult Faith Formation: Science & Religion (11:00a) Calkins 
Mothers Too (11:00a) Aldersgate 

Notable  
meetings  
on our  
calendar     

Meetings unique 
to the days 
ahead are listed 
below. Scan qr 
code at right for 
our full calendar. 

 

Green Wood  
Coffee House Series 
Join us for exceptional music, coffee, and dessert in an  
intimate setting at one of our Green Wood Coffee Houses.  

All concerts begin at 8pm. Doors open at 7:30pm.  
Seating is first come, first served. Refreshments available. 

Reservations are highly recommended!  (1) Online reservations/purchases may 
be made through the webpage (www.greenwoodcoffeehouse.org),  
(2) Conventional reservation method is to call Green Wood (665-8558) and 
leave a message with your name, no. of tickets, and performance date; then 
write a check to “FUMC” for the total, with “GW Coffee House” in the memo and 
send to: GREEN WOOD - 1001 GREEN RD., ANN ARBOR, MI 48105. We’ll 
see you at the door at 7:30 p.m. on performance night. Either way you make 
your reservation, tickets aren’t mailed.  

January 11 - David Vaughn ($15) 

January 18 - Juggernaut Jug Band ($15) 

February 1 - Greg Kihn ($20) 

C
o

m
in

g
 u

p
 

Jan. 18 - Green Wood Coffee House: Juggernaut Jug Band 
Jan. 20 - UofM Faculty Brass Quintet concert downtown 
Jan. 21 - Buildings/offices closed: MLK Jr. day 
Jan. 26 - Live, Laugh, Love Stamp Camp for JFON 
Jan. 27 - Pop up book study of “Pastrix” by Nadia Bolz-Weber 
     New Member midday class 
     Ann Arbor Camerata Orchestra II downtown 
Feb. 1 - Green Wood Coffee House: Greg Kihn 
Feb. 2 - FUMCN Open House 
     Souper Euchre Bowl downtown 
Feb. 8 - Green Wood Coffee House: Good Little Giants 
Feb. 9 - Costa Rica Mission Team departs 
     Global Music & Dinner 

Feb. 15 - Green Wood Coffee House: Carla Cooke 


