
Great Thanksgiving for Epiphany 

Leader: God is with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: It is a right and joyous thing  

        to lift our hearts and hands to you, 

    God of Light and Love, 

        in thanksgiving for your gift of grace.  

Before we knew the unsearchable riches  

        of your child Jesus, 

    we walked in shadows and cloud. 

But now as you reveal radiance to the world, 

    we join the hymn sung in glory without end: 

People: Holy God, Grace Revealed, 

    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Blessed is the One who comes in your name. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Leader: Blessed are you, Creator God, and blessed is your child Jesus. 

While wise ones brought him gold, incense, and myrrh, 

    he grew to reveal to us countless treasures, 

    radiant with life and grace, 

    revealing the Shining Mystery which is You. 

Jesus broke bread and broke open your love for us. 

He blessed the cup and you poured out mercy for the world. 

People: Christ was promised; Christ is born;  

    Christ will dwell among us. 

Leader: Come, Spirit, dwell among us, your sons and daughters, 

    gathered here together to feast at this table. 

Use us to reveal your gifts of love and light for the world. 

People: God of the ages, shining among us, we are yours! Amen! 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ in the Michigan United Methodist 
Church, in this new year I bring greetings in the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God and the peace and power of the Holy Spirit.  

As 2018 came to a close, many of us watched portions of the funeral 
services for former president George H. W. Bush and some of the news 
specials about his life and career. Along the way, we encountered an 
acronym: CAVU – clearance, and visibility unlimited. It was something 
President Bush learned as a Navy pilot during World War II. I imagine 
CAVU was a joy to hear when flying.  

Not long after that, I was in Washington, D.C. for some continuing 
education with the North Central Jurisdiction College of Bishops, fol-
lowed by two days with our General Board of Church and Society, 
finding out about their work and having the wonderful opportunity to 
meet the Chaplain of the United States Senate, Rev. Barry Black. It was 
a great trip, except for the flight back to Lansing. My plane from D.C. 
left late and I did not have a great deal of time between connections. I 
was worried about making it, and the flight itself was one of the bumpier 
I have experienced. I need not have worried, though. My flight from 
Chicago, O’Hare to Lansing was also delayed, by over eight hours! A 
trip that was supposed to leave at 9 p.m. instead left Chicago at 5:45 
a.m. Curling up on airport seats and sleeping for thirty minutes at a time 
is not the most fun I’ve had. The reason for the long delay was the 
opposite of CAVU. Lansing was experiencing significant fog.  

As we turn the calendar to this new year, we are all aware that next 
month delegates will be gathering for a special session of the General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. Important decisions will be 
made about who we are going to be moving into the future. Whatever 
decisions are made, expect there to be hurt and disappointment, and 
some people may choose to leave the denomination. Just what will 
happen is unknown. Peering ahead we do not find CAVU conditions, 
but rather dense fog. Some days, thinking about all this, it feels a little 
like trying to sleep at O’Hare airport. By the way, did you know airports 
are rather noisy even in the middle of the night? 

Yet there is something else that draws me. I think of the poem of 
Wendell Berry: “When despair for the world grows in me/, and I wake in 
the night at the least sound/in fear of what my life and my children’s 
lives may be…. I come into the peace of wild things…. For a time/I rest 
in the grace of the world, and am free.”  

In the midst of the unknown, the uncertain, the fearful, in the midst of 
all the noise and discomfort, I invite us all to find some different places 
where we know grace, the grace of God in Jesus Christ. For those of 
you who have attended the fall listening sessions, the names of these 
places will sound familiar.  

“Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy,  
love for one another, a tender heart,  

and a humble mind” - I Peter 3:8  

Go to a place called humility. Humility is not about feeling bad 
about yourself. It is about knowing yourself, your gifts, your skills, your 
beauty, your strengths, your weaknesses, your blind spots, your stub-
born places. Humility also knows that we can always learn more about 

the wonder and mystery of life, and the love and grace of God. We can 
still see more broadly, feel more deeply, think more imaginatively, and 
love more profoundly.  

Go to a place called hope. God is not yet done with God’s church. 
The United Methodist Church may go through a hard time but the mis-
sion we have identified of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world, that is, bringing people into relationship with 
Jesus Christ so that their lives can be different and the world can be 
different, that mission continues. God still calls each of us to that work. 
God empowers each of us for that work. Forms and structures may 
change, but God’s love and our ability to know that love, show that love, 
and grow in that love, does not change.  

Go to a place called heart. There is fog up ahead and fearful things 
along the way. We all feel some fear, but we need not be defined by our 
fear. There is fog up ahead and fearful things along the way, but we 
can, in God’s grace “be joyful, though you’ve considered all the 
facts” (Wendell Berry). We can be open-hearted and gracious, even 
when many want to pull us in other directions.  

Go to a place called wisdom. “Thinking is hard. Fear and blame 
are easy.” (philosopher Martha Nussbaum) We are called to think more 
deeply than we often do, think more deeply than perhaps we are even 
comfortable with. Are we at a moment where the danger is “all the 
people did what was right in their own eyes” (Judges 21:25), or a mo-
ment when the more appropriate word is “let all be fully convinced in 
their own minds” (Romans 14:5)? What reasons do we offer for our own 
point of view, and are we listening deeply to others who may differ? In 
all our thinking are we able to focus on “whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable” (Philippians 4:8)?  

I invite you in the coming weeks to find places of  
humility, hope, heart, and wisdom, places where you can  

rest in the grace of God.  

As the new year begins, we will quickly find ourselves in the church 
season of epiphany. Epiphany is a celebration of light, a celebration of 
a star that brought wise ones from the East to the place where Jesus 
was born. In the Bible, there are stories of light that shine so brightly 
and powerfully that people are blinded. In the story of the Magi, the light 
seems to shine a bit less brightly, maybe appearing through cracks. 
Why else would the wise ones stop to ask for directions? The rays of 
light of God’s grace are sometimes spotlight bright and sometimes like 
the light seeping in under a door. Places of humility, hope, heart, and 
wisdom will sometimes be bright and easy to locate. They may some-
times be harder to detect. Find them. Find those places of grace. Re-
gardless of what happens at General Conference, letting the light of 
God’s grace touch us more deeply, profoundly and beautifully is always 
needed, needed for our own healing, needed for the healing of the 
church, needed for the healing of the world.  
 

Grace and Peace,  

David Alan Bard, Resident Bishop Michigan Area  

A pastoral letter from Bishop David Bard on the upcoming General Conference January 2, 2019 



Music & Liturgical  
Arts Ministry 

Looking Ahead (see more detail in weekly email) 
Family Camp in Hastings, MI ........................... May 24-26, 2019 

Children’s Ministries 
serving children birth through  

grade 6 and their families 

Today’s Lesson   
Joseph 

9:20am: Pre-worship 
Drop off available for infants & toddlers .................. Nursery 

9:35am: Time with Children 
(in the worship service) ....................................... Sanctuary 

9:40am: Small Groups! 
Older children attend worship with their families. Children 
kindergarten and younger (and first time visitors) must be 
accompanied to their classroom and signed in by a  
parent/guardian.  

Infants-Younger 2yr olds ................ Nursery 
Preschoolers ................................... S room 
4s & young 5s ................................. B room 
Kindergartners ................................. Q room 

10:20-10:30am: Cherub Choir 
Kindergarten, 4s and young 5s, and preschool 
Pick up in B room for all who participate in Cherub Choir 

10:30am: Dismissal 
Children not taking part in Cherub choir need to be picked 
up by a parent/guardian from the rooms listed above. 

10:45am-12:15pm: Childcare 
Available in the A room. 

Sunday Morning Sol Café  
Jan. 6: Family Worship & Communion 
Jan. 13: Classes resume 

Sunday Evening Youth Fellowship 
(UMYF) 
 Jan. 6: WhirlyBall (see below) 

Jan. 13: Regular meetings resume 

Apartment 60D  
Thank you to everyone who gave their time and talents to 
make our annual Christmas Theater a resounding success! 
Close to $4,000 was raised for 2019 mission trips! 

WhirlyBall on Sunday, Jan. 6 
We’ve reserved both courts at WhirlyBall of Ann Arbor for  
6–8 pm. All youth grades 7-12 are invited. Bring a friend! 
Cost is $15*. Meet there: 750 Phoenix Drive. Dinner: Pizza 
provided. (*Please contact us if cost is a concern.)  

Please bring one of the following suggested beverage or 
food (nothing that needs silverware) according to last name: 

A-C  beverage (1-2 liter) 

D-I   cut-up veggies  

J-M  cut-up fruit 

N-S  snack food (chips, pretzels, etc.)  

T-Z  dessert NO NUTS (1 doz cookies, brownies, etc.) 

Dates on the Horizon 
Saturday, February 2 ........ Souper Euchre Bowl Fundraiser 

Monday, February 18 ............ Youth Host J.O.Y. Luncheon 

Friday–Sunday, March 8–10 ..................... SoulFull Retreat 

Sunday, March 24 ............ Visit Chelsea Retirement Center 

Youth Ministries 
serving grades 7 to 12 and their families 

Beth Pascoe Dir. Childrens Ministries ..................... beth@fumc-a2.org 

Robin Bursch Assoc. Dir. Childrens Ministries ..... robin@fumc-a2.org 

Laura Hayden Assoc. Dir. Childrens Ministries ..... laura@fumc-a2.org  

Melanie Snook 
Director of Youth Ministry  
melanie@fumc-a2.org 

Wendy Everett 
Assoc. Director of Youth Ministry  
wendy@fumc-a2.org 

Visit the Youth & Children’s web pages at www.fumc-a2.org January 6, 2019 

Rev. Tim Kobler, Chaplain  
timkobler@umichwesley.org 

Diane Brown, Development Director  
dlb4512@yahoo.com 

Maggie Rathke, Community Coord. 
rathkem@umich.edu 

Isabella Buzynski, Outreach, Campus,  
& Service Coord. buzynski@umich.edu 

www.umichwesley.org 734-668-6881 

“Students at Wesley Foundation” or 

“Wesley at Michigan Alumni & Friends”  

You can make a gift to the 
Wesley Foundation students in 
honor or memory of someone 
through our Amazon Wish List.  

Go to http://www.tinyurl.com/WesleySupport 
and browse the list of practical gifts to make 
the Wesley Foundation a home away from 
home for our young adults.  

<><><> 

Wesley Foundation activities are on hiatus until 
the beginning of the new semester, January 9.  

WESLEY  
FOUNDATION  
CAMPUS MINISTRY 

University of Michigan Faculty Brass Quintet 
Sunday, January 20 – 3:00 p.m. downtown 

The University of Michigan Brass Quintet, featuring 
the UM School of Music, Theatre and Dance renown 
Brass Faculty, comes to FUMC for an exciting after-
noon of music. They will perform group selections 
from the Renaissance 
to the modern era, 
highlighting each mem-
ber of the brass faculty 
in a solo setting along 
the way.  Members 
include: William Camp-
bell, trumpet; Amanda 
Ross, trumpet; Adam Unsworth, horn; David Jackson, 
trombone; and Fritz Kaenzig, tuba.  Be sure to mark 
your calendar for this exquisite afternoon of brass 
offerings!  A free will collection will be taken at the 
concert and a reception will follow the event. 

Ann Arbor Camerata Orchestra II:  
“A Romantic Homage” Régulo Stabilito, conductor 
Sunday, January 27 – 3:00 p.m. downtown 

In a second appearance on this year’s Ann Arbor Mu-
sic & Arts Downtown Series, the Ann Arbor Camerata 
Orchestra presents another inspiring concert with 
stunning repertoire for chamber orchestra. This con-
cert will feature a performance Robert Schumann's 
powerfully expressive Symphony No.2, Op. 61 in C 
major. Written during a tumultuous period in the 
composer’s life, Symphony No.2 reveals Schumann’s 
admiration for J. S. Bach and portrays a romantic 
homage to the great German composer whom he 
considered to be both “unapproachable and unfa-
thomable.” Don’t miss this compelling performance! 


