
To the Women of FUMC UMW, 

Happy New Year to everyone!! It is a 
busy time of the year. United Meth-
odist Women are busier than ever. 
Thank you to everyone who donated 
items to the Holiday Sales and to 
those who ran the sale and to every-
one who purchased baked goods and 
treasures.  

We are working hard because we be-
lieve in the missions of UMW. For 150 years, UMW has begun 
schools, established community centers, helped immigrants, pro-
vided programs for improving the economic status of struggling 
people in our local communities and around the world. UMW has 
trained women to be bold, prophetic voices to change systems 
that oppress God’s children. And we have undergirded it all with 
study and spiritual growth. 

The major initiatives of United Methodist Women are: 

 Economic inequality 
 Criminalization of communities of color and mass incarceration 
 Climate justice 
 Maternal and child health 

From Psalm 146 I will praise the LORD all my life;7 He upholds the 
cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets 
prisoners free.8 the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up 
those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the right-
eous.9 The LORD watches over the foreigner and sustains the fa-
therless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 

 

I wish for all of you a blessed and meaningful 2019. 

Marilee Woodworth 
 

 

President’s Letter 

UMW Winter 2019 Newsletter  

Upcoming Events: 

 April 6, 2019 Keep 

Making Peace– East 

Lansing 

 March 29-30-

Spiritual Retreat at 

Judson Collins 

 More District 

Events—See Page 2 
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Mothers Too 

UMW Heritage District Dates  

 March 29-30: Spring Retreat: Women Power Women Strength at 

Judson Collins Retreat Center. Featuring Saturday Guest Speaker 

Rev. Faith Fowler of Cass Community Social Services. 

 April 6: Keep Making Peace, University UMC, East Lansing. One con-

firmed speaker is Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, the pediatrician who ex-

posed the Flint water crisis after warning of elevated lead levels in 

her patients' blood in Flint. 

 May 29-June 2 Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

at the Grand Traverse Resort 

 July 20-One day Mission U Southfield Hope UMC 8:45 AM-3:00 PM 

Lunch 

 August 15 - One-day Mission U and H.O.M.E. Lake Huron Retreat 

Center 

 August 16 & 17 - Mission U at the Lake Huron Retreat Center 

 September 28 Howell UMC 8:00 AM-3:00 PM  Lunch 

Heritage District Annual Meeting and Leadership Training 

A group that discusses personal and church issues in a 

nonjudgmental, caring way. Meetings are on the 

Second Sundays at 11:00 AM. Upcoming dates are: 

January 13,February 10,March 10, April 14,and May 5. 

Contact: Sarah Nooden, snooden@umich.edu or 734-

663-5667. 



 

18 Dawn Rudnik 

19 Mary McClusky 

19 Sherry Root 

20 Jamie Mayo 

26 Jan Radak 

27 Pam Gee 

27 Pat Wilson 

28 Stella Steiner 

 

March 

5 Spring Jackson 

6 Carol Fast 

6 Carol Teener 

6 Ginny Bentz 

7 Ellen Meader 

 

Happy Upcoming 

Birthdays! 
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March continued 

7 Katy Sanderson 

11 Mary Danforth 

11 Janis Detlefs 

15 Cindy Schoolcraft 

19 Janet Chen 

22 Jill Miller 

23 Meg Gower 

24 Betty Hancock 

24 Amy McNulty 

26 Elaine Shaw 

27 Susan Elliott 

28 Kristina Eden 

30 Maria Bertram 

31 Sandy Hultquist 
 

2019 UMW Handbook 

The 2019 Handbook should arrive in your mailbox soon. We hope that it will 

provide useful information for you concerning UMW in the coming year. 

Please proof read your information in it. If you see any errors, please contact 

Ann Hanton by email at dahanton@sbcglobal.net or by phone at 734-580-2107. 

January 

1 Frances Wicks 

6 Joan Stark 

7 Janice Leach 

9 Tina Alee 

11 Helen Ryan 

13 Dee Chapell 

14 Angelina Garner 

17 Anne-Marie Ilgen 

19 Mary Dalzell 

19 Sue Johnston 

22 Sarah Christensen 

23 Joan Cooch 

23 Ann Hanton 

23 Carol Phillips 

February 

3 Annamarie Asher 

3 Elaine Fisher 

5 Karen Hetrick 

6 Carol Spaly 

7 Karen Donahue 

8 Roberta Asplund 

9 Phyllis Dillon 

9 Diana Dyer 

9 Beth Moore 

10 Kim Garver 

11 Carole Starnes 

13 Tori Booker 

16 Cynthia Lee 

16 Christine O’Haver 

18 Joan Roth 

 

 

 



 

Uncommon Threads 

We are a group of FUMC women who knit or crochet prayer 

shawls and sew prayer quilts to give to those in need of 

comfort. We meet on the second and fourth Mondays of 

the month, September to mid- November and January 

through mid- May from 1:00 – 3:00, at Green Wood. Every-

one is welcome. For more information, contact : 

Sandy Hultquist at slhultquist@comcast.net or 734-663-

8890. 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3 

PM3 is a group of women who meet on the fourth Friday of the 

month, in the downtown Asbury Room, from 1:00-3:00 for re-

freshments, a program, fellowship and sharing. Upcoming meet-

ings are: 

 

January 25th– Make Valentines 

for the local VA 

February 22nd– A visit from 

Pastor Nick Berlanga 

 

For more information about any PM3 meeting, contact Sandy 

Hultquist at slhultquist@comcast.net or 734-663-8890. 

mailto:slhultquist@comcast.net
mailto:slhultquist@comcast.net


 Sunlit Sisters and more 

There is way too much information in all of the response magazines since I have written my 

last article. Fortunately the work of United Methodist Women continues, even if I don’t keep 

up with everything myself. 

One of the key articles in the October 2018 issue was about the Sunlit Sisters Center in South 

Korea. This is a United Methodist Women supported mission the “provides a safe place for ag-

ing sex workers of the Korean War.” The women who “serviced” U.S Soldiers during the Korean 

War, were encouraged by the Korean government to provide this service – they referred to 

them as “Patriotic Prostitutes” but are now stigmatized and still live in the area where they 

served. They are restricted from moving to other parts of South Korea and can’t really get 

jobs. At the Sunlit Sisters Center, they can share their stories with others who have similar sto-

ries. After the Korean War (1953), prostitution was illegal. However, the camptowns beside 

U.S. bases we exempted as “special tourist zones” well into the 1960s. Clubs around the U.S 

bases still exist today.  

In 2002, Soon-duk Woo, a women’s leader in the Korean Methodist Church and a seminary 

graduate, decided to focus on women’s issues and founded the Sunlit Sisters Center. It took 

her a long time to build the trust of these aging women, but she persisted. This Center has 

helped these women to shake off the decades of shame they have suffered and provides a 

community where they will know love and grace.  

The details of some of the women’s stories are in this article, which you can read for more un-

derstanding. It seems that we human beings don’t run out of opportunities to separate our-

selves from “others” who don’t measure up to our standards – somehow missing the whole 

message of Jesus.  

My eyes are always being opened to ways in which we unconsciously, but actively, exclude 

others. As a totally separate topic, I recommend reading the book The New Jim Crow by Mi-

chelle Alexander. This was on the UMW reading list for last year. It is very eye-opening about 

how we actively, but almost unknowingly, discriminate against people of color in our country. 

We will be learning more about this in May with our program on the School to Prison Pipeline 

workshop. 

 

Submitted by Mary Danforth 

 



This year, we reflect on sacred spaces—our 

encounters with God and neighbors. What 

makes a place sacred? Through Jesus, we 

learn that it’s not limited to buildings of wor-

ship or areas deemed holy. We create sacred 

space whenever we interact with God. Con-

necting with God helps us discover some-

thing deeper about ourselves and realize 

God’s purpose for us. Also, when we interact 

with others and view them through the lens 

of God’s love and grace, the encounter be-

comes sacred as well. 

Scripture gives us examples of God calling in-

dividuals to different tasks. Consider the ac-

count in Exodus of Moses leading his people 

out of bondage. Consider the story in Judges 

of Gideon leading his army against a formida-

ble foe. Or the account of Esther risking her 

life to intervene for her people, or the story 

in Acts of Dorcas/Tabitha serving her com-

munity. For some, God is calling them to a 

specific lifestyle, and for others, God’s call is 

for a specific time or task. Each has a sacred 

call to follow and each lives in a sacred place 

of trust. God puts great confidence in these 

individuals for their leadership, impact and 

availability to follow their call. 

Calling comes in a variety of forms—for some 

it is lifelong, for others is happens later in life 

and for some it is just for a season. Both 

Isaiah and Jeremiah affirmed being named/

called while in their mothers’ wombs, as 

were John the Baptist and Jesus. In contrast 

we see individuals called for a season, such 

as Esther called “for such a time as this.” We 

all respond to the call of Christ to love God 

and to love others. It forms our lives as Chris-

tians.  

Although God is not specifically mentioned in 

the book of Esther, we know that God is pre-

sent throughout the story. Esther was placed 

in a challenging situation as queen. Her peo-

ple, the Hebrews, were held in captivity in 

Persia and were ordered by the king to be 

killed. Through her sacred encounter with 

Mordecai, Esther gained the confidence to 

overcome her fears, trust God and make a 

plan to prevent the massacre. She seized the 

opportunity to influence the king and save 

her people from being killed. In our own 

lives, we can trust that God is always present 

and guiding us to work out the perfect plan 

just as Esther did. 

When we encounter God, in whatever way 

we encounter God, the sacred space of that 

moment can mold the rest of our lives in sig-

nificant ways. In what way do you feel that 

you are called by God? 

The United Methodist Women’s Purpose is to 

“know God.” We are called to turn faith, 

hope and love into action. Let the story of 

Esther remind us that God can give us all the 

strength to do God’s will. Let that reminder 

allow us to set goals and make a plan for the 

year ahead. 

  Submitted by Julie Roesch 

 

Spiritual Growth 

January 2019 – A New Year 



2019 Pledges can be mailed to treasurer  

 Betsy Kincaid 
 235 Katherine Way 
 Dexter, 48130  

or placed in the UMW Mailbox outside the church offices. Thank you. 

Effective Communication Strategies 

An Education Program by the Alzheimer’s Association 

Communication is more than just talking and lis-

tening – it’s also about sending and receiving 

messages through attitude, tone of voice, facial 

expressions and body language. As people with 

Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias pro-

gress in their journey and the ability to use words 

is lost, families need new ways to connect. Join us 

to explore how communication takes place when someone has Alzheimer’s, learn to 

decode the verbal and behavioral messages delivered by someone with dementia, and 

identify strategies to help you connect and communicate at each stage of the disease. 

Program Hosted By: First United Methodist Church in Ann Arbor 

Date & Time: Sunday, February 24, 11AM - 12:30PM 

Location: 120 S. State Street, Ann Arbor, MI 

Registration: Advanced registration is requested. Please call the church of-

fice at 734-662-4536 or email your name and zip code to tina@fumc-

a2.org to register. Programs with less than ten registrants are subject to 

cancellation. 


