
 

Hello United Methodist Women, 

It is summer and we enjoy the 
warmth, maybe go on some trips, 
maybe family will gather. It can be a 
joyous time. There can also be dark 
times with illness or relatives who 
have illness or struggle in other 
ways. It is in the dark times that I am 
reminded to pray and seek God’s 
comfort. 

I am reading an article in Response 
Magazine by Janet Wolf who wrote 
our Mission U study for this summer, Practicing Resurrection: The Gos-
pel of Mark and Radical Discipleship. I am very excited to attend and 
learn more. She talks about how in Mark women are continually active 
in Jesus’ mission. Here is one paragraph: 

“The Gospel is good news – but for whom, and about what? It is hard 
for those who are privileged, those who are “first” in the world, to cele-
brate the good news that the “first will be last and the last will be first.” 
In fact John Wesley argued that when we “keep out of the way of know-
ing,” when we are disconnected from those who are impoverished, 
those targeted by systems of oppression, we become theological justifi-
ers for the way things are, inevitably distorting the gospel in defiance of 
Jesus who repeatedly delegitimizes empire – the policies, structures, 
systems and theologies that stand in opposition to God’s kin-dom.” 

This sounds radical and interesting to me. I am happy to be a part of 
United Methodist Women and I want to support their vision and work in 
the world. 

Warmly, 

Marilee Woodworth 
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      Coming Events: 

• July 20, 2019 

Mission u, Southfield Hope 

UMC 

• Auguet 15 

Mission u and HOME @ Lake 

Huron Retreat Center 

• August 16, 17 

Mission  u  @ Lake Huron 

Retreat Center 

• August 20-Budget Meeting, 

9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

• September 21, 2019   

Salad Potluck, Birthday  

Celebration at Green Wood  

 

 



 

UMW Summer 2019 Newsletter  

 

BOOK NOTES 
 Looking for a challenge this summer, something that will inspire you and expand 

your thinking? Perhaps you’d be interested in the 2019 UMW Reading Program. 

Each year books are chosen in the program’s five categories which include Educa-

tion for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action 

and Spiritual Growth. A list of the titles chosen for the 2019 program can be found 

in December issue of Response magazine or as a print-out of that information in 

the Asbury Library. Several of the 2019 titles can be found at the Ann Arbor District 

Library (AADL). These include the following titles:  

• “Threading My Prayer Rug” by Sabeeha Rehman  

• “The Same Sky: A Novel” by Amanda Eyre Ward 

• “Walking on Lava: Selected Works for Uncivilized Times” by the Dark Mountain 

Project  

• “We Are All Fast-Food Workers Now” by Annelise Orleck  

• “Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?” by Martin Luther King Jr.  

 

A fun approach to the reading challenge would be to read some of children’s books 

with your child or grandchild. Again, a number of these books can be found at 

AADL. They include the following titles:  

• “Red” by Jan De Kinder  

• “Nobody! A Story About Overcoming Bullying in Schools” by Erin Frankel  

• “All Around Us” by Xelena Gonzalez  

 

All of the books noted in this article are from the 2019 UMW Reading Program. 

However, in following the reading program challenge, books also may be chosen 

from the selections in the 2015 - 2018 years of the program. The AADL has many of 

those titles, too.  Happy Reading! 

 
Submitted by Pat Wilson 
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September 
1       Judith Block 
1       Wendy Everett 
1       Sue Weitzman 
1       Sally Walker 
5       Elizabeth Payne 
7       Carol McDonnell 
7        Sue Salo 
10      Rebecca Bawkon 
12       Linda Brokaw 
12      Kristen Moore 
13      Shelia Waterhouse 
14      Gladys Fahlgren Baker 
16      Jan Hartmann 
19      Susan Allen 
19      Imm-Kee Lang 
25      Nancy Lynn 
27       Marcia Schlee 
30      Kristie Gardner 
30      Melissa Martin 
30      Jessie Siekmeier 

Happy Upcoming Birthdays  

July 
1       Katie Geddes 
2        Ruth Tabler 
3        Beth Lipton 
3       Lisl Weiss 
5       Claire Sprau 
6       Mara Palty 
6       Liz Stone 
7       Jennifer Spaly 
9        Frances Flory 
10      Sabrina Gross 
14      Nancy Sweet 
16      Pam Stout 
19      Deborah Cowing 
20      Joanna Poley 
22      Mary Page 
26      Donna Wegryn 
29      Joyce Middleton 
31      Cindy Shindledecker 
 
 
August 
2       Sara Talpos 
3       Rosalie Ingels 
5       Kathy Lawless 
7       Stacy Lis 
10      Rosella Bannister 
10      Kelly Cleland 
10       Lauren Steele 
10       Marilee Woodworth 
17       Carrie Throm 
21      Betty Jones 
25      Dawna Innis 
29      Liz Perri 
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RESPONSE MAY/JUNE 2019 
(Janet Chen, Education and In-
terpretation) 

 

It’s appropriate and no surprise 
that the cover story of the issue 
is about the Special Session of 
the General Conference held 
February 23-26 in St. Louis to 
address the denomination’s di-
vide over LGBTQIA inclusion. 
The article provides  in-depth 
coverage of the proceedings. In 
addition, it includes information 
and activities of interest to wom-
en in UMW:  1) Of the 864 dele-
gates in attendance, 306 were 
women, 87 from the Central 
Conferences.  60% of women 
delegates were laywomen. Male 
clergy made up over 50% of US 
delegates and 75% of male 
Central Conference delegates. 
2) The percentage of women 
who were speakers during the 
sessions ranged from a low of 
25% to 40%. 3) On Friday 
morning UMW hosted a gather-
ing for Central Conference fe-
male delegates (from Africa, Eu-
rope, Philippines).  They met for 
fellowship, encouragement, and 
truth-telling, to celebrate their 
leadership and emphasize the 

importance of their voices being 
heard at the General Confer-
ence. Related to the cover story 
is “UMW Vows to Work 
Across Differences, Create In-
clusive Spaces for All.”  In 
light of the adoption of the Tradi-
tional Plan, UMW Chief Execu-
tive Harriett Jane Olson reiterat-
ed that UMW “stands together, 
committed to serving women, 
children, and youth.” She con-
tinued that UMW will “pray for 
our ‘beloved church’ and stand 
in solidarity with all those who 
are in pain.” 

 

A pair of articles highlight mater-
nal health efforts in Texas and 
Virginia.  “Circling Up to Pro-
tect Maternal Health” de-
scribes a new circle of UMW in 
Austin, TX. Circle Up was born 
to bring all generations of wom-
en together in the church, and 
then took on the issue of mater-
nal health. Circle Up is collabo-
rating with a variety of legisla-
tors who are drafting and have 
filed bills that would improve 
maternal health.  In “Working 
to End Maternal Mortality”, we 
learn about efforts of UMW in 
Virginia Beach, VA, to combat 



the increasing number of U.S. 
pregnancy-related deaths 
through education and in-
creased access to quality 
health-care.  They helped with 
the passage of expanded Medi-
caid in Virginia.  

 

150-Year Heritage.  Throughout 
the issue are profiles of women 
who served as editors of vari-
ous early publications of the 
Women’s Foreign Missionary 
Society.    

“Duty to God ” -- Harriett Mer-
rick Warren was editor of the 
first publication of the Society, 
called “Heathen Women’s 
Friend” and served from 1869-
1893.  She accompanied her 
Methodist Missionary husband 
throughout Europe and western 
Asia. By the end of her time as 
editor the publication grew to 
24 pages and 21,500 subscrib-
ers. “A Glad Evangel “ – Lillian 
Resler Keister Hartford, of the 
United Brethren in Christ 
Church, was editor of the 
“Woman’s Evangel” from 1882-
1893. She traveled for the 
Women’s Missionary Society 
and gave public addresses. 
She was one of two delegates 

sent by the association to the 
World Missionary Conference 
in London in 1888. “Justified 
Our Faith” – Mrs. Frank A. But-
ler, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, (founded in 
1878) was editor of “Woman’s 
Missionary Advocate” for its du-
ration from 1880 – 1910. It 
merged with other publications, 
eventually becoming “New 
World Outlook” in 1968. 

 



Uncommon Threads 
 

Uncommon Threads is a group of women who sew prayer quilts and knit or cro-
chet prayer shawls and lap robes. We have been meeting twice a month, 
(September to early November and February through April), for several years.  

We have given away dozens of prayer shawls and lap robes. Shawls and lap 
robes are offered in both locations for people to take for themselves or to share 
with others.  

Anyone can request a prayer shawl, prayer lap robe or prayer quilt by contacting 
Amy Kennedy, our Minister of Congregational Care. All items are given without 
cost. 

New members, visitors and drop-ins are always welcome to visit or join our 
group. We meet on the second and fourth 
Mondays, at Green Wood, from 1:00 – 3:00 
(unless it is a holiday or the Monday after a 
holiday, when the church office is closed). We 
have refreshments and devotions are offered 
by different group members. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday,  
September 9th 

For more information, contact: Amy Kennedy, 
at amy@fumc-a2.org, Fran Wicks, at 
franw101@att.net or 971-6450, or Sandy Hultquist, at slhultquist@comcast.net 

Mother’s Too 

Mother’s Too will continue to meet through the summer at 11 a.m. on 
the following Sundays: July 14, and August 11 in the cooler Aldersgate 
Room (next to the chapel).  We are a caring, sharing, supportive discus-
sion group.  In the Fall, the group assembles bean (soup) bags for sale 
as a UMW fundraiser.  Questions?  Contact Sarah Nooden at 
snooden@umich.edu. 



 

Sarah’s Sisters is taking a break for the summer and will gather at Moon 
Winks in the Fall.  Have a great summer! 

Newbies, come and see what is going on at Moon Winks.  For more in-
formation, call Dee Chapell at 734-476-2354 or land line, 734-235-2547. 

 

Sarah's Sisters 

PM3 

We are a small group of women who gather for fellowship and pro-

grams on the fourth Fridays of the month.  We do not meet over the 

summer, but will resume on September 27th. 

Pictured:  Helen Ryan, Dee Chapell, Rhonda DeMason, Carole Hunter, Phyllis Hill, Kazuko 

Streeter, Mary Danforth, Jan Radak, and Jean Shaw.  We gathered at Moon Winks  for a 

meeting of Sarah’s Sisters. 



Hiding in the Light provides in-
teresting and thought-provoking 
reading! On UMW’s 2018 Read-
ing Program in the Education for 
Missions category, The book 
tells of the life of Rifqa who was 
born in Sri Lanka to a traditional 
Muslim family.  Her father sub-
jected his family to many inci-
dents of domestic violence, usu-
ally aimed at his wife and 
daughter. Rifqa’s brother once 
hit her and badly injured one of 
her eyes, but her parents did lit-
tle about it.  At home and at 
their mosque, the family studied 
the Koran which was written in 
Arabic; they memorized por-
tions, but most of it was mean-
ingless and apparently it was 
forbidden to translate the Koran. 

 

When she was 12, Rifqa’s fami-
ly moved  to Ohio. In school she 
became friends with a devout 
Christian girl who invited Rifqa 
to Church.  After being afraid to 
attend, Rifqa finally misled her 
family and began to  attend; she 
obtained a Bible, which she had 
to hide from her family; she 
quickly became enamored with 
Jesus and Christianity.  Finally 

her family discovered her “sin.” 
Afraid for her life because she 
had rejected her family’s faith, 
Rifqa was helped to run away to 
Florida where a family sheltered 
her for a period of time.   

 

Through legal means, Rifqa’s 
family finally had her brought 
back to Ohio, but  by her 18

th
 

birthday and long court battles, 
she was able to “escape” to live 
on her own – but in hiding!  
Rifqa still feared for her life if 
she was found.  She got a job, 
became an active Christian, and 
pursued higher education, and 
wrote the book which became a 
New York Times  bestseller.  
Rifqa ends the engrossing and 
touching book saying, “I may be 
in hiding, but I am hiding in the 
light.”    

  

Submitted by Jean Shaw 

Book Review   Hiding in the Light  by Rifqa Bary 



There were two sessions led by 

Rev. Faith Fowler. She intro-

duced her topic “Money, Mon-

ey—What About It?” by describ-

ing some basic human needs: 

water, food, housing or shelter, 

education, electricity, jobs, trans-

portation, health care, and oppor-

tunities for travel.  

Next Rev, Faith described vari-

ous groups: those with access to 

none of these needs, those who 

have a little, enough, more than 

enough, and too much. She in-

volved participants in deciding 

what they had grown up with and 

what we have now.  

Much conversation ensued at ta-

bles. We discussed the good and 

bad aspects of our past and pre-

sent social situations; in general 

most of us grew up in adequate 

situations and led simpler lives 

than many of today’s young 

women. With Rev, Faith’s guid-

ance, we explored the ideas that 

women today, regardless of their 

education, make less than men, 

and usually do not fare well in sit-

uations of divorce. We then ex-

plored two Bible readings: Exo-

dus 23: 10,11 and Leviticus 8:25 

and the idea that the Bible says 

lots about money: “Give every-

thing to the poor and follow me.” 

“The Lord loves a cheerful giver.” 

Conversations and skits followed.  

Rev. Fowler shared the statistic 

the in the U.S. even the poor 

have more than 98% of the 

world’s people.  

Some final food for thought: Give 

all you can. Do you consume too 

much? Do you have too much 

stuff?” How do you/might you in-

vest to do good? Bravo Rev. 

Faith Fowler! And thank you for 

the thought-provoking sessions. 

Saturday March 30 session Highlights for the  

Heritage District Spring Retreat 



Book Review:  
 
 Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography, The Faith of the 20

th
 Century’s Most Influen-

tial Woman   by Harold Ivan Smith 
(Westminster John Knox Press, 2017) 
 
Among UMW’s Book recommended for 2019 is this inspiring, detailed book. 
Smith portrays Eleanor as having a miserable childhood with a mother she 
could not please and an alcoholic father.  When both died, Eleanor lived in a 
dysfunctional household headed by a grandmother. Finally she was 
schooled in England and gained confidence. When she married Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, her cousin in1905, she sadly found she had a mother-in-
law devoted only to Franklin. 
 
The couple moved to Washington DC when Franklin became Under Secre-
tary of the Navy.  Here Eleanor began her social activism, working with Red 
Cross and other helping agencies.  Franklin had an affair with Lucy Mercer, 
but Eleanor stayed with him, helping to deal his polio and rise in politics. 
 
Eleanor was a life-long Episcopal. Among her strong belief\s was that reli-
gion gives one “a sense of personal well-being, security and peace.”  During 
the depression, she became very active, especially in causes to help “little 
people” -- the poor of the country. She traveled tirelessly and wrote frequent 
influential columns for widely-read magazines. During World War II she 
championed the causes of refugees and helped with the war effort. 
 
After Franklin died in his fourth term, Eleanor worked with President Truman 
who appointed her to the United Nations  where she became chair of the 
Committee on Humanitarian, Social and Cultural Concerns and also argued 
the Jews had the right to establish a home in Israel. 
 
Eleanor also became active in US movements for racial tolerance and civil 
rights; she championed United Church Women’s sponsoring of the World 
Day of Prayer. Eleanor remained very active in her work until just weeks be-
fore her death in 1962. 
 
This readable and moving book is now in the UMW Library at FUMC.  Even 
for readers familiar with the Roosevelt’s’ history may find the book full of in-
teresting details and quite inspiring. 
 
Submitted by Jean Shaw 



 


