
Through September, enjoy a photography  
exhibit from Mark Hansen in the downtown 
display cases. Mark has been the photographer for 
the Michigan State Marching Band for 15 years. 

Planning is underway 
for the 2020 mission 
trip to Kenya! Tentative 
dates are Feb. 27 - Mar. 7 (Mission only), or through 
Mar. 12 (Mission & National Parks). If you have ever 
thought about coming along or finding a way to sup-
port the team, attend an informational meeting on 
Sun., Sep. 22 in the Aldersgate room at 11am. Eve-
ryone is welcome! With questions contact Kathy 
Macdonald, kmac@macdgroup.com, or Greg Hul-
bert, hulbert@umich.edu. 

The FUMC staff has recently made the deci-
sion to change our church management soft-
ware. Effective immediately we will be processing 
contributions using a new program called Pushpay. 
The system is very intuitive. To use Pushpay, simply 
go to the FUMC website and click on the GIVE link. 
We appreciate the fact that this is the second change 
we have made in less than two years and apologize 
for any inconvenience. We hope Pushpay provides a 
pleasant experience in making online payments. 

Are you new to FUMC and looking 
for a group to join? Or have you been 
a regular member for a while, and you 
are looking for a group to join? Join us 

beginning Sun., Sep. 22 at 11am in the Wesley 
Lounge for Living the Questions, a group that ex-
plores a kind of Christianity that makes sense today. 
This group includes a DVD presentation by leading 
voices in progressive Christianity (Diana Butler 
Bass, Sister Helen Prejean, Marcus Borg, et.al) with 
conversation following. Questions? Contact Debbie 
Houghton.  

Our Life in the Church 
Downtown & Green Wood for the week beginning Sunday, September 22, 2019 

Bulletin announcements are due by noon on Wednesdays. Send via email to adele@fumc-a2.org or call the church office, 662-4536. 

Fourth Sundays: Disability Awareness Talks 
Becoming more aware is the first step in being more 
welcoming. On Sun., Sep. 22: Getting Around with 
Limited Mobility. Whether you use a cane, crutches, 
wheelchair, scooter, walker or other device, everyday 
obstacles can become a problem. Come hear from a 
panel of folks with limited mobility what obstacles 
are most limiting and become aware of simple things 
others can do to make navigating easier and more 
welcoming and accessible. 

Fair Trade Coffee Bean sales resume today 
(Sunday). Would you be willing to help by 
selling the coffee beans 1 or 2 Sundays a 
month? With questions or interest, please 
contact adele@fumc-a2.org. 

Rainbow Crossing is a ministry dedicated to 
ensuring that all persons can be full, dy-
namic members of their faith in our church. 
This group is a supportive community for persons 
who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or 
allies (LGBTQ). Our next meeting is Sun., Sep. 22 
at 3:30pm in the Asbury room downtown. Join us 
for good discussions and, of course, good food!  

A J.O.Y. luncheon (for Just Older Youth, age 
60+) is scheduled for Tue., Sep. 24 at 12:00pm. 
Join the FUMC staff as they prepare delicious home-
made soups followed by a program featuring ways 
for you to get to know your church staff better. Hope 
to see you there! Please rsvp to tina@fumc-a2.org. 

You have a Costco membership, a 
museum membership, and a gym 
membership. Perhaps you’ve never 

gotten around to becoming a member of FUMC. 
Find out if joining the church is right for you by at-
tending a membership class on Sun., Sep. 29, from 
12:30-2:30pm. Check off the “interested in joining” 
box on your pew pad, or email tina@fumc-a2.org for 
more information.  FUMC Ann Arbor is on Facebook!  

Join us via our website: www.fumc-a2.org. 



First Sundays: Centering through 
Faith —Forgiving those who hurt us can 
be one of the most difficult things we ever 

have to do. It can also be the one of the most spiritu-
ally rewarding exercises. Join us as we explore what 
true forgiveness really looks like, and some of the 
practices that can help us on this journey. Led by 
Shonagh Taruza, Sun., Oct 6 at 11am in Calkins  

Adult Faith Formation guest speaker: Dr. 
Robert Breakey MD. Join us in the sanctuary 
Sun., Sep. 29 at 11am for a presentation by Dr. 
Breakey, a local Ann Arbor general practitioner and 
a renowned speaker to large audiences on the treat-
ment of chronic diseases with a plant-based whole 
food diet. Dr. Breakey has 20+ years of experience in 
medicine, with special interest in nutrition, preven-
tive medicine, patient education, and wellness.  

Our Life in the Church        

One of the biggest changes 
for the fall is that we now 

offer FIVE weekly worship 
services! Please see the  

descriptions of each service 
on our website so you can  
explore all your options: 

www.fumc-a2.org/five 

The first meeting of  
“The Living Room” is  

tonight (Sunday) at 5pm  
in the Wesley Lounge. 

Do you want to help those caring for migrants at our southern border?  
Donations to UMCOR are used to respond to emergencies both domestically and 
abroad. Give generously: 100% of your donation goes directly to assistance.  

FUMC Income   Progress Toward Our Goal   

Income for the month of 
August is $4,000 less than 
we expected to receive. 

The Leadership Council 
and various other 
committees are 
continuing their efforts  
to balance the budget. 



Access News 
Parking Lot Etiquette: Our downtown lot is 
narrow. Please be aware and pull forward  

all the way into your parking space. This allows other 
vehicles to pass by without bumping your vehicle.  

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Plan events that  
reduce waste. 

Compost. Donate excess food. Use 
reusable centerpieces. Reduce the amount of 
packaging and other disposable products you use. 
Chose reusable plates, cups and utensils instead. 

Extend hospitality beyond worship 
by inviting a friend or neighbor to an up-
coming church event. Extend hospitality 
after worship by inviting someone to join 

you at something. Buy them a cup of coffee at Con-
nections. Invite them to today’s Adult Faith Forma-
tion gathering. Have them join you for lunch at a 
local restaurant. Anything! 

2020 Costa Rica Mission — Please consider con-
tributing to the continuing projects at the children’s 
home in Costa Rica at Hogar Metodista near San 
Jose. A team will be traveling there for February 1-
15. Member’s churches are requested to contribute 
to the construction supplies and operating expenses. 
The goal for FUMC is $2000. Please make checks 
out to FUMC with Costa Rica in the memo line. 
There is also a list of personal supplies that the team 
members will be taking. Meet us at Connections for 
the list. With questions please contact Pat Carson, 
plpmcarson@comast.net, or Mary Danforth, 
m19danforth44@gmail.com. 

Lots of information comes from the church 
electronically, including weekly “Thursday 
Thoughts” emails. Sign up for different email lists at  
http://www.fumc-a2.org/getnews. 

Coffee and Cookies? Yes, please! If you enjoy 
the cookies, the coffee, or the company at Connec-
tions, we need YOU! Gather your Neighborhood 
Group, book-study or service groups. We are in need 
of groups of about six people at a time to host Con-
nections. Sign up for just one Sunday, or multiple 
Sundays throughout the year. Hosts provide food, 
set-up, serve and clean-up. Individuals also wel-
come. To sign up please contact Laura Olech at 
laura.olech@gmail.com.  

Immigrant Hospitality Team (IHT) — Please 
join us for our next meeting on Mon., Oct. 7 from 
6:30-7:30 pm at Green Wood. We will discuss up-
coming training and education events. Please join 
the IHT and work with us on Sanctuary efforts!  

Empty Nester Breakfast - Calling all 
parents of recently graduated youth 

group kids! Join your fellow empty 
nesters at a breakfast at Green 
Wood on Sat., Oct.12, (9:30-

11:30am) where you can enjoy fellowship with old 
friends and learn what’s new at FUMC. Questions? 
Contact Debbie Houghton, debbie@fumc-a2.org  

How goes it with your soul? Do you need a 
little space in your day? If you find yourself at 
the downtown church, check out our Soul Center 
corners; there is one in the chapel and one in the 
second floor nook. Enjoy recently donated crosses, 
and if you wish, read some of the meditations. Take 
a few minutes to breathe deeply and simply be! The 
Soul Centers are available when the church is open. 
Questions? Contact Debbie Houghton in the office. 

Stephen Ministry is a lay ministry de-
signed to help people going through tough 
transitions in life. Stephen Ministers are 
not therapists, but active listeners who 
walk alongside people experiencing grief, 

loss, or tense relationships. They are available for 
confidential one-on-one visits, to be a presence of 
Christian love and caring for those who need sup-
port. With interest, contact the office or email 
amy@fumc-a2.org.  



Prayer 
Requests 

The FUMC Prayer Chain is here for all, members, friends, and visitors. If you have a prayer concern, 
you may email your request, write the request and place it in the Prayer Request Box in the narthex, 
submit your request via the church website, or contact one of the pastors directly. To submit your 
request via email, contact Olivia Fanning at olfanning@icloud.com. 

Drop-in Weekly Gatherings 
The groups below welcome visitors at any time.  

Join one or more groups to enjoy fellowship while  
seeking to know God, love others, and serve the world.  

For more information on a group listed, contact the  
church office or consult the website. 

SUNDAYS: Global Issues (11am Chapel) This group meets to  
discuss timely and meaningful topics, Sept.- May. This class uses 
the “Great Decisions” text from the Foreign Policy Association 
(fpa.org). All are welcome.  

TUESDAYS: Paint Studio (2:00pm location Asbury) A group of 
watercolor artists meets weekly to work on personal and group 
projects. People working in water-based media are welcome!  

WEDNESDAYS: Alcoholics Anonymous for Women   
(4:30-5:30pm Green Wood)  

FRIDAYS: Alcoholics Anonymous  (9:30-10:30am Social Hall)  

FRIDAYS: Debtors Anonymous  (11:30am-12:30pm Chapel)  

FRIDAYS: L.O.V.E. Thy Neighbor Bag Lunch preparation   
(6:30-7:30pm Kitchen) Prepare bag lunches for distribution to our 
community homeless.  

SATURDAYS: Men Of Faith (8:00am Asbury) Gathering of men  
interested in exploring faith expression.  

SATURDAYS: Alcoholics Anonymous  (10-11:00am Social Hall)  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

Childrens Ministry Small Group Leader prep (10:30a) Asbury 
FIRST Adult Faith: Living the Questions (11:00a) Wesley Lounge 
Adult Faith: Disability Awareness/Mobility (11:00a) Calkins 
Kenya Trip Info meeting (11:00a) Aldersgate 
Holy Land Trip orientation (12:30p) Calkins 
Rainbow Crossing (3:30p) Asbury 
FIRST “The Living Room” Worship svc (5:00p) Wesley Lounge 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

Uncommon Threads (1:00p) Green Wood 
Memorial Garden Committee (4:00p) Asbury 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

J.O.Y. Luncheon (12:00pm) Social Hall 
Boy Scouts Service night (7:00p) Social Hall 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

FUMCN Board Meeting (7:00p) Asbury 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

PM3 (12:00p) Asbury 
Youth Leadership Team (7:30p) Social Hall 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

Adult Faith: Dr. Robert Breakey on Diet (11:00a) Sanctuary 
New Member Class (12:30p) Asbury 
GW Chamber Concert: Katie & David (3:00p) Green Wood 
Youth Christmas Drama try-ins (4:30p) Calkins 

Notable  
meetings  
on our  
calendar     

Meetings unique 
to the days 
ahead are listed 
below. Scan qr 
code at right for 
our full calendar. 
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Oct. 4 - GW Coffee House: Sophie B. Hawkins 
Oct. 5/6 - World Communion Worship 
Oct. 6 - Flu Shot Clinic 
+ Ann Arbor CROP Walk 
Oct. 11 - GW Coffee House: Brooks Williams 
Oct. 12 - Adult Faith: Youth Parent Alumni Breakfast 
Oct. 13 - Music Fundraiser Luncheon & Concert 
Oct. 18 - GW Coffee House: Melanie 
Oct. 20 - Church Conference at Canton Friendship (2-4pm) 
Oct. 25 - GW Coffee House: Chuck Brodsky 
Nov. 1 - GW Coffee House: Jonathan Edwards 
Nov. 2/3 - All Saints Worship 

 

Green Wood  
Coffee House Series 
Join us for exceptional music, coffee, and dessert in an  
intimate setting at one of our Green Wood Coffee Houses.  

All concerts begin at 8pm. Doors open at 7:30pm.  
Seating is first come, first served. Refreshments available. 

Reservations are highly recommended!  (1) Online reservations/purchases may 
be made through the webpage (www.greenwoodcoffeehouse.org),  
(2) Conventional reservation method is to call Green Wood (665-8558) and 
leave a message with your name, no. of tickets, and performance date; then 
write a check to “FUMC” for the total, with “GW Coffee House” in the memo and 
send to: GREEN WOOD - 1001 GREEN RD., ANN ARBOR, MI 48105. We’ll 
see you at the door at 7:30 p.m. on performance night. Either way you make 
your reservation, tickets aren’t mailed.  

October 4 - Sophie B. Hawkins ($20) 
October 11 - Brooks Williams ($15) 
October 18 - Melanie ($20) 
October 25 - Chuck Brodsky ($15) 
November 1 - Jonathan Edwards ($20) 
November 8 - Windborne ($15) 


