
Study Guide for Where Do We Go From Here? Session 1 
 
Objective for this group: 
Learn about the differing views held in the UM church after the outcome of General 
Conference 2019; many United Methodists have opposing opinions as to the 
Church’s next steps. 
 
This group discussion hopes to broaden participants’ scope of compassion for 
differing ideas about the future of our denomination, and increase empathy for all of 
us as the children of God. 
 
Equipment needs: 
TV – in Asbury 
Computer with HDMI Connection 
WiFi connection with FUMC 
White board or easel with paper and markers 
 
Open the group with a prayer – Dag Hammarskjold 
 

Thou who art over us,  

thou who art one of us,  

thou who art:  

Give us a pure heart that we may see thee,  

a humble heart that we may hear thee;  

a heart of love that we may serve thee;  

a heart of faith that we may abide in thee. Amen.  

 

First Session – everyone introduce themselves 
Other sessions (or if everyone in the group already know each other) – opening 
reply to a question: 
 
1st session – What attracts you to our church? 
 
Background to this study guide and the book: 
 
The United Methodist denomination has struggled for many years with the inclusion 
of “others” in the ordained population of the UM leadership…people of color and 
women are two groups that have struggled for the right to become ordained elders 
in the UM denomination.  The LBGTQ+ community in the UMC is now facing the 
same struggle.  Since the early 70’s, the United Methodist Church has grappled with 
the wording in the Book of Disciple* (the ‘law’ of the UMC) pertaining to sexual 
orientation.  By 2016 the issue had been broached at many General Conferences, so 
the Council of Bishops approved the Commission on a Way Forward to do a 
complete examination and possible revision of every paragraph in the Book of 
Discipline concerning human sexuality and to explore options that would help 
maintain and strengthen the unity of the church. 



  
This Commission on a Way Forward (consisting of both lay and clergy members) 
issued a report in 2018 recommending a plan that was titled ‘One Church’, and plans 
were made for the Special Session of the General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church to take place in February 2019.  The General Conference was 
called to vote on one of several plans proposed to help with the Book of Discipline 
issue – One Church Plan, Connectional Conference Plan, Traditional Plan, 
Simple Plan*. These plans ranged from progressive (Simple Plan, One Church) to 
centrist (Connectional Conference) to conservative (Traditional Plan) 

  
In February of 2019, the General Conference of the United Methodist Church voted 
to deny LBGTQ+ candidates the right to earn an ordained elder position, based on 
their sexual orientation, by passing the Traditional Plan.  As part of the Traditional 
Plan, the Conference also voted to deny the LBGTQ+ community the sacrament of 
marriage in the church, and to punish ministers who decided to perform these 
marriages in the church by unpaid suspension for the first instance and defrocking 
(removal from the clergy) for the second.  
 
The fallout from this conference has been overwhelming; since February 2019, the 
majority of UM churches in the US have spoken out against the Traditional Plan.  
Here is a timeline of reaction in Michigan: 
 

 March 2019* - more than 300 clergy signed a letter to Bishop David Bard 
saying that they would not abide by the LBGTQ-related restrictions in the 
Disciple (the UM church law).   

 May-June 2019* Michigan Annual Conference commissioned 2 openly gay 
elder/deacon candidates, and held a straw poll with the result of 69% 
preference for “a United Methodist Conference whose policies allow for but 
do not require clergy to officiate at same-gender weddings, allow for 
consideration for ordained ministry of persons regardless of sexual 
orientation, and in which appointments are made with consideration given to 
the full range of contextual realities.”  

 July 2019*  - Michigan bishop David Bard and Texas Bishop Scott Jones 
offered a new plan to help the United Methodist church’s differing views live 
together:  

“A New Form of Unity: A Way Forward Strategy 2019-2022"  
More can be found here: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/two-bishops-
offer-plan-for-denominations-future 

 
Kevin Slimp put together the book, Where Do We Go From Here? as an attempt to 
understand the different views about sexual orientation and the outcome of General 
Conference 2019, and as a way of listening to the responses of the book’s title 
question.  He includes responsive essays from 24 United Methodist leaders, from 
Traditionalists to Centrists to Progressives.  In this group discussion, we will be 

https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2019/07/10/15/22/2019-308-a-new-form-of-unity.ashx
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/two-bishops-offer-plan-for-denominations-future
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/two-bishops-offer-plan-for-denominations-future


looking at one essay from each of these viewpoints.  However, more reading and 
discussion of other essays is encouraged!   
 
The plans being advanced to “help” work out this issue in the United Methodist 
Church are everchanging targets – there are other plans besides that of Bishops 
Bard and Jones.  In the course of the discussion, these plans will be addressed.  
However, the disclaimer is that the plans could change, new one could appear, and 
that when we are working with a wide population, not everyone will agree!  So, in 
discussion around this book and topic, treat everyone with kindness, and 
listen actively and compassionately to one another. 
 
*Bold phrases are included as possible items to be written on the white board or 
easel. 
 
First Discussion: 
Chapter Twenty-Three – J.J. Warren 
 
J.J. Warren, at the time of publication, was a senior at Sarah Lawrence College, just 
outside New York City, and is a certified candidate for ministry in the United 
Methodist Church.  His biography can be found on p.194 of the book. 
 
First, read aloud J.J.’s essay on pp.189-191, up to the heading “Response to ‘The 
Speech’: 
 
Discussion questions: 

 J.J. describes his encounter with the older woman on the Conference floor, 
who has been “fighting for inclusive Church since I was your age”.  Can you 
think of battles for change that took years to achieve?  Have you ever fought 
for such a cause?  

 What do you think of J.J.’s intention to go ahead with his journey to 
ordination?  What would you tell your LBGTQ child if he was going to try to 
become an ordained United Methodist elder? 

 
Watch video clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EC9OwM2piKQ 
You will need a computer and a HDMI cord – please let Debbie know if you 
need these items. 
 
This is ‘the speech’ that J.J. delivered on day 3 of the February 2019 General 
Conference. 
 
Conversation around the video: 

 What did you think of JJ’s remarks? 
 Is this a hopeful moment to you? Why or why not? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EC9OwM2piKQ


Finish reading JJ’s comments from the book together – read aloud p. 193 -194 from 
paragraph beginning “I am convinced…” 
 
Discussion: 

 What are some of the things that JJ finds good about the church? 
-We are a global body 
-we believe that the love of Christ is transformative 
-we share the Wesleyan heritage 
- we are a connected church through UMCOR and other connectional 
ministries 

 What are some things we could change as a church? 
-the structure of the General Conference (No Roberts Rules) 
-the US’s colonial influence on other parts of the globe 
-the need for the US to become a Central Conference (See below) 

 What are some difficult areas for the Church? 
-Homosexuality is against the law in many other countries – especially Africa 
-we cannot interfere with the evolution of other countries 

 
JJ’s final thought – we must all have the freedom to follow God’s Spirit of justice, and 
we must be enabled to remain in relationship with the UM global family. 
 
Biblical connection: 
 
JJ says this passage from Hebrew 11:1-3 has been his support as he navigates his 
path to seminary.   

 How would you describe the first verse of this passage?   
 What are some times out of your life that you hope with the “conviction of 

things not seen”? 
 How does this play out in real life?  How do you see JJ showing his faith in the 

assurance of things hoped for?  How do you show your faith in hope? 
 
The Meaning of Faith 
Hebrews 11:1-3 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
Indeed, by faith, our ancestors received approval.  By faith we understand that 
the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made 
from things that are not visible. 
 
Prayer time 
Ask for joys and concerns – end the group time with a prayer.   Use your own or this: 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. 
May the Lord life up his countenance upon, and give you peace. 
 



  


