
Study Guide for Where Do We Go From Here? Session 3 
 
Objective for this group: 
Learn about the differing views held in the UM church after the outcome of General 
Conference 2019; many United Methodists have opposing opinions as to the 
Church’s next steps. 
 
This group discussion hopes to broaden participants’ scope of compassion for 
differing ideas about the future of our denomination, and increase empathy for all of 
us as the children of God. 
 
Equipment needs: 
TV – in Asbury 
Computer with HDMI Connection 
WiFi connection with FUMC 
White board or easel with paper and markers 
 
Open the group with a prayer – Dag Hammarskjold 
 

Thou who art over us,  

thou who art one of us,  

thou who art:  

Give us a pure heart that we may see thee,  

a humble heart that we may hear thee;  

a heart of love that we may serve thee;  

a heart of faith that we may abide in thee. Amen.  

 

Second Session – Comment around the group to this question: 
 
Does our church welcome those who 
 
 
*Bold phrases are included as possible items to be written on the white board or 
easel. 
 
Book Discussion 
Handout – Lyrics of God’s Highway and explanation of Holy Conferencing 
Discussion for this session is about Chapter 9 of Where Do We Go From Here? 
“Maybe We Need a Pentecost Moment” 
Katie Z. Dawson – biography on p.78 
 
Begin with a 5 minute + video of God’s Highway, a song by Sandra McCracken: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnouUQQgEdE 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnouUQQgEdE


Katie Dawson begins her essay in Where Do We Go From Here? with this song from 
singer Sandra McCracken – Katie is a pastor of a church in Des Moines, IA and she 
uses her experiences with that church throughout her essay to illustrate her 
thoughts on the outcome of General Conference 2019.  Katie is neither progressive 
nor traditional, in the language of the Conference, but offers a thoughtful and useful 
way for churches to consider the turmoil in the United Methodist denomination. 
 
Maybe We Need a Pentecost Moment 
 
Read the two paragraphs on p. 69 beginning with “I must admit that trying to 
answer the question…” 
 

 Do you feel as Katie does, that the United Methodist Church is fundamentally 
broken? 

 
Broken Pews, Broken Polity 
 
Read (if needed) the story of the pews in Katie’s church – p. 70 to the top of 71. 
 

 Does this seem like a very minor issue on which to disagree? 
 Have you been in a church where “small” things cause discord among the 

members?  Share with the group. 
 Katie says the conflict was enough that “this couldn’t simply be a decision we 

took by majority vote”.  She invited people to prioritize, to meet together for 
discussion, and to finally vote when the variety of options had been offered in 
as many different venues as possible.  What do you think of this method of 
working on an issue with differing opinions?  What is effective/not effective 
about it? 

 
Katie brings up these terms when she writes about her desired outcome of the 
Commission on the Way Forward (the group that brought the Traditional Plan, the 
One Church Plan, the Connectional Conference Plan to General Conference 2019): 
 

 Conciliar 
 Holy Conferencing 

 
Herbert Froehlich(a Catholic priest from Germany) defines the conciliar process like 
this: 

 Remembering God creates and loves the world 
 Grieving the pain we have caused each other, God’s beloved children 
 Hoping that the love of God will guide us in discussion with each other 
 Listening as we all relate our distinctive visions for the church 

 



Look at the handout about Holy Conferencing – this is from the United Methodist 
website.  Recall from session 2 that Talbot Davis does not agree with the term “holy 
conferencing”. 
 
What do you think about this conciliar process of holy conferencing? 
Is it a possible strategy for use in church disagreements?  Why or why not? 
 
Katie comments that “ We (the United Methodist Church) are trapped within a 
legislative process that creates winners and losers.”  She asks these questions on 
p.71: 
 

 What would it look like for our church to be conciliar instead of legislative? 
 What would it look like for our denomination to use a circle process of holy 

conferencing instead of Robert’s Rules (a legislative way of keeping order in 
meetings)? 

 What would it look like if all our decisions needed to have a consensus of at 
least a super-majority (having more than half the votes)? 

 
A Broken Global Connection 
 
In this section of the essay, Katie discusses our connection to the global UMC 
through missions.  She is a director with the General Board of Global Ministries, and 
her church supports “Imagine No Malaria”, a ministry of the church which focuses 
on building community health and empowering local leadership in area of the world 
affected by malaria.  They work with the community leaders to look at the 
connections between malaria, water and sanitation projects.  Churches in the US, 
like Katie’s, raise funds to support this ministry. 
 
Katie comments that this work on the General Board of Global Ministries has made 
her understand and support the need for the Central Conferences in Africa and Asia 
and the US United Methodist Church to live with each other – even though the 
General Conference focused on the major differences we have with each other 
concerning same sex marriage and ordination.  Read the last two paragraphs on p. 
73, then discuss these questions: 
 

 What if our church organization (polity) was not based on finances or 
structure, but on relationship? 

 What if we decoupled our theology and mission from Western dominance 
and ethnic cultural identities? 

 What if our General Conference was a place where we could gather to 
discuss, learn, and celebrate how God is making disciples and transforming 
the world? 

 
 
 



A Broken Body of Christ 
 
Katie believes that by discriminating against the LBGTQIA+ community, the body of 
Christ in the UM church is broken.  She acknowledges that for the LBGTQIA+ 
community, the One Church Plan is a compromise that allows for continued 
discrimination in parts of the United Methodist connection.  She says on p. 75 that 
she “believed the church could be a witness to how people disagree in love.  This 
leads her to ask these questions on p.75: 
 

 What is our witness to children growing up in more traditional parts of the 
church? 

 How will compromise impact LBGTQIA+ members in those places globally 
where homosexuality is illegal or punishable by death? 

 How do we balance the call for full inclusion with the reality that a broken 
and divided church will limit our ability to speak for the sacred worth of all 
persons in those places, too? 

 
On, p. 76, she summarizes her feelings in the middle paragraph starting, “I feel as if 
the General Conference rejected everything I believed to be true about what it 
means to be the church together.  But my grief and pain is dwarfed by the harm we 
have done to the witness of the gospel and to the lives of our LBGTQIA+ siblings.” 
 
She takes that grief back to her home church to the season of Lent – read the next 5 
paragraphs, starting on p. 76 with “As I shared with my congregation…” to p. 77, 
“What comes next?” 
 

 How do we resist the structure of the General Conference? 
 What if we all acknowledged our privileges, listening to and prioritizing 

voices that are marginalized so we can be a part of what God is doing? 
 What if we learned from our queer siblings that God has been enfleshed 

among us and we took the time to develop a healthy theology of the body and 
sexuality? 

 What if this body came together with one voice to affirm the sacred worth of 
all persons and to actively fight against policies in nations across our 
connection that criminalize homosexuality? 

 
Bible Connection 
 
Katie comments on p. 74 that she values the connection United Methodists have 
with each other as the body of Christ.  She uses 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 to support 
this belief.  Read this aloud and think about the following: 
 

 Is the analogy to the body an effective analogy for you?  How does it explain 
the need for the different parts of the church? 



 What is the weakest part of our church body?  Paul says it is the most 
important – how can we see this? 

 How would you feel about this passage if you were part of the LBTGQIA+ 
community?  If you were part of the African UM Church? 

 
Katie closes her essay with this sentence: 
If what comes next for the UMC is a resurrected church led by imperfect people from 
all over the world, we are going to need the Holy Spirit to show up and help us 
understand each other. 
 
This is a reference to the moment of Pentecost described in Acts (and also alluded to 
in the title of her essay).  Read Acts, chapter 2 to hear the story of Pentecost. 
 
V. 1-21 

 What was this sound of a “mighty rushing wind” all about? 
 What do you think the tongues of fire represented? 
 Why did God’s Spirit prompt them to speak in languages that others would 

recognize? 
 Are we filled with “new wine” when we try to unite our church? 

 
V. 37-47 
After hearing Peter telling them they need to repent and follow Jesus, think about 
the people’s reactions: 

 Why did they ask, “What shall we do?”  How does this echo our questions 
about the current divide in the United Methodist church? 

 Why does Peter mention the importance of fellowship? 
 How do the lives of the believers intertwine?  How do you think they solved 

disagreement among themselves? 
 

 

Prayer time 
Ask for joys and concerns – end the group time with a prayer.   Use your own or this: 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. 
May the Lord life up his countenance upon, and give you peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Lyrics to God’s Highway by Sandra McCracken 
 

My feet are strong, my eyes are clear 
I cannot see the way from here 
But on we go, He knows the way 
And in His arms, He keeps me safe. 
 
Fear not, keep on, watch and pray 
Walk in the light of God's highway 
 
The shadows flee, The valley is deep 
But evil cannot conquer me 
Your rod and staff, They protect me 
You give me rest, You give me peace 
 
Fear not, keep on, watch and pray 
Walk in the light of God's highway 
 
I see the shore, from troubled seas 
This tiny ship that carries me 
It is not yet, But it will be 
So heaven come, It's you we need 
 
Fear not, keep on, watch and pray 
Walk in… 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Guidelines for Holy Conferencing: What God Expects of Us 

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly … And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him (Colossians 3:12-
16a,17). 

 Every person is a child of God. Always speak respectfully. One can disagree without being 

disagreeable. 

 As you patiently listen and observe the behavior of others, be open to the possibility that 

God can change the views of any or all parties in the discussion. 

 Listen patiently before formulating responses. 

 Strive to understand the experience out of which others have arrived at their views. 

 Be careful in how you express personal offense at differing opinions. Otherwise dialogue 

may be inhibited. 

 Accurately reflect the views of others when speaking. This is especially important when you 

disagree with a position. 

 Avoid using inflammatory words, derogatory names, or an excited and angry voice. 

 Avoid making generalizations about individuals and groups. Make your point with specific 

evidence and examples. 

 Make use of facilitators and mediators. 

 Remember that people are defined, ultimately, by their relationship with God – not by the 

flaws we discover, or think we discover, in their views and actions. 
 
We believe Christians can discuss important issues without the acrimonious debate and 
parliamentary maneuvering that can divide a group into contending factions. We see too many 
examples of that in secular society. We believe the Holy Spirit leads in all things, especially as we 
make decisions. We want to avoid making decisions in a fashion that leaves some feeling like 
winners and others like losers. 
We can change the world through honest conversation on matters about which we are 
passionate. 


