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This week marked three months since Russia invaded Ukraine embarking on a campaign 

of destruction, terror, and indiscriminate killing.  Some 5000 miles away, we have watched with 

horror as news stories have revealed images of blown out buildings, piles of bodies, lines of 

refugees hoping to escape, family members screaming with the agony of a loved one killed in a 

senseless war.   

 

 While disturbing, for many of us, they are just images.  We can’t really know what it is 

like to live what they are living through.  But, some among us have been there, have fought in 

wars past, have lost children or parents or spouses or friends to the ravages of gunfire and mortar 

fire, bombs and missiles.  

  

 And so every year on the last weekend in May, as a country, we remember the lives lost to 

war, give thanks for those who fought in the trenches of World War 1, died on the banks of 

Normandy in World War 2, fell in battles in Korea, Viet Nam, or Afghanistan, or lost their lives 

in another conflict that erupted into a war of death and destruction.  We remember our dead, we 

grieve, we shake our heads in disbelief, and we wonder again when it will happen that God “shall 

judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; that they shall beat their swords 

into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 

neither shall they learn war anymore.” 

 

 Meanwhile, another battle, sometimes just as deadly, is being fought closer to home.  We 

live at a time when our country is tremendously divided by politics and ideology.  Whether you 

talk of red states and blue states or Democrats and Republicans or Trump-followers and liberals… 

whatever language you use for it, we are in a battle with each other, one that plays out on the 

congress floor, on social media, in our hospitals and classrooms, our court system, and even our 

churches. 

 

 This battle takes place supported by an infrastructure of systemic racism, sexism, 

economic disparity and oppression and takes the form of a young man, fueled by racist rage, 

entering a supermarket in Buffalo, NY and gunning down ten Black shoppers.  Or of increasingly 

restrictive legal control over women’s bodies.  Or of bullying of LGBTQ teens to the point they 

attempt, or complete suicide.  Nowhere in our society is this battle more evident than in our 

inability to pass gun reform legislation.  And now, once again, school children lie dead, victims in 

this culture war we’re living. 

 

 Even on an interpersonal level, we seem to have more conflicts than we used to.  The 

Atlantic recently published an article titled, “Why People Are Acting So Weird” which examined 

why bad behavior, including road rage incidents, unruly passengers, and public tantrums, has 

increased dramatically in the last couple of years. I see this on a day to day basis as I’m sure many 

of you do, too.   
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 There are all kinds of wars going on out there in God’s beautiful world.  Yet, our calling 

as Christ-followers, articulated so clearly by Jesus in the Beatitudes, is to make peace.  “Blessed 

are the peacemakers for they shall be called children of God”.  We are, as Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians, called to the ministry of reconciliation.  But how, in a world fraught with seemingly 

endless conflicts, do we do that? 

 

 We are continuing our sermon series on connecting the church and community this 

Memorial Day weekend with a look at how we, as individuals and as the church, make peace.  

And, as with other topics in this series, we will primarily focus on what we can do locally while 

praying that the ripples of what we do will ultimately land in places like Ukraine. 

 

Before we go any further, though, it’s important to understand what Jesus meant by a 

peacemaker.  Obviously, there are two components to the word.  For Jesus, the Hebrew word 

translated as peace would have been “shalom”.  In Jewish tradition, shalom refers to peace but 

also to the feelings of contentment, harmony, wholeness, well-being, and completeness which 

accompany peace.  In Hebrew, the word shalom also always incorporates justice and 

righteousness.  So, as peacemakers, we are called to ministries of justice, as well.  Where there is 

justice, where righteousness prevails, there is peace, liberation, serenity, and freedom.  

 

The verb “make” suggests action, engagement, energy.  As Rev. Rick Ezell points out, 

Jesus didn’t say blessed are the peace-hopers or the peace-wishers, the peace-dreamers or the 

peace-lovers.  “Peace must be made. Peace never happens by chance.” 

 

 Thus, a peacemaker actively pursues justice while helping others to be in right 

relationship with each other and with God.  Sometimes, that means stirring up trouble, “good 

trouble” as Rep. John Lewis called it, speaking up and pointing out injustice.  As we know, this 

can lead to more conflict before it leads to peace.  Yet, reconciliation between people, and 

between people and God, is always the ultimate work of the peacemaker. A peacekeeper may 

avoid conflict and try to accommodate everyone.  A peacemaker faces the challenge honestly and 

authentically, speaking truth to power but with grace and patience. 

 

Of course, the work of peacemaking begins on the interpersonal level with ourselves and 

our own relationships.  Jesus speaks to this in Matthew 5:23-24 when he says, “So when you are 

offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against 

you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and 

then come and offer your gift.” 

 

Jesus puts the initiative on us to address the conflicts we have with others in our lives - 

even if we are not at fault.  Rather than talking about someone we are in conflict with, we talk 

with them. We do that by listening empathetically, trying to understand the experience and 

feelings of the other person.  We try to clarify the problem without attacking or judging the 

person.  Finally, we focus on reconciliation rather than on being right because, as Christ-

followers, we understand that caring for relationships is one way we express love of neighbor. 

 

When we approach a conflict openly, prepared to listen deeply, we often find, first of all, 

that the other person’s point of view, their felt experience, makes sense to us.  We understand 

why they feel what they feel and why they’ve behaved in the ways they have.  Secondly, we often 

have those insights into ourselves, as well.  We understand what fears, assumptions, and 
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judgments lie beneath our own behavior.  With those out in the light, we are able to acknowledge 

them and seek, as well as offer, forgiveness.  

 

So far, we have only talked about how we make peace in our own relationships, but what 

about the conflicts and battles happening at a societal level - the political divide, the shootings, 

the racism and sexism?  How do we learn to speak to each other across massive differences?  The 

same model applies.  Right now, thirty people in our congregation are going through training in 

how to talk about race and racism.  We are learning how to recognize when our socialization and 

assumptions, what we have learned about race and about difference, interfere with how we listen 

to each other.  About how our words carry impact we might not even realize and about what it 

takes on an individual level to change a culture. 

 

This is work we can do within ourselves, but there is work to do in society, as well.  

Perhaps you have heard of an organization called Braver Angels which seeks to bring together 

people at opposite ends of our political spectrum to talk and listen, respectively and 

compassionately, as they seek out common ground.  How can this model be replicated in local 

communities, churches, and even in congress? 

 

In the meanwhile, as peacemakers, we cannot wait passively for a change in our culture.  

We are called to create change.  We do that by writing letters to congress, joining marches, 

advocating for gun control, pointing out the racist or sexist language or behavior of our own 

friends and colleagues, walking alongside the economically disadvantaged.  Though not 

necessarily peaceful, this too is the work of the peacemaker. 

 

And at the global level?  Here on this Memorial Day when the people of Ukraine continue 

to fight for their freedom and lives are being lost daily in a war of aggression and hubris?  We 

know the high cost of war.  That is why we set aside this holiday to remember and give thanks.  

Yet, we have the means to help lessen the cost for some by offering our financial help to 

organizations working in Ukraine and neighboring countries to help the some 8 million displaced 

people.  At the forefront of that work is the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and I 

encourage you to consider donating to them for their work in Ukraine.  All of your gift will go 

directly to Ukraine rather than to administrative overhead expenses. 

 

There are many ways in which to make peace and any number of steps we can take. The 

call is to do something.  To initiate.  To act.  Reach out to heal a relationship in your own life.  

Consider becoming a mediator.  Learn about just resolution.  Take an anti-bias training.  Look 

into Braver Angels.  Make a weekly practice of writing to your congressional representatives.  

Talk to someone you are uncomfortable with.  Match the dollars you give to graduates this year 

with dollars given to UMCOR.   

 

What you do matters so much less than doing something. Take up the mantle of Christ - 

the Prince of Peace - and act.  May it be so.  Amen. 


