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How many of you experience ear worms?  It’s a song or melody which repeats over and 

over turning from an enjoyable, fond memory into a sleepless night or major headache.  I have 

had one this week.  It is a song known to me since childhood.  I turned ten in the fall of 1965.  

CKLW was the station of choice on AM radio.  Based on our scripture, you may easily guess the 

tune.   It was written by Pete Seeger in the late 1950s and released by many artists with their 

individual style and interpretation.   My favorite is the jingle-jangle of Roger McGuinn’s guitar, 

the harmonies of David Crosby and the Byrds in the version known as Turn! Turn! Turn! 

  

A protest song, it gained increasing traction as the Vietnam War escalated in the 1960s. It 

was born out of Pete Seeger’s angry reaction to a music producer’s complaining about his number 

of protest songs that led him to the words from Ecclesiastes.   The tune first known as To 

Everything There Is A Season was created in roughly fifteen minutes.  It poured from Seeger’s 

soul.  The Byrds popularity soared.  The song with text from the Old Testament peaked at number 

one on the Billboard chart.  In case you wondered, the word time is repeated thirty times.  Yes, we 

are talking about time today. 

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” 

   

We’re in the midst of our stewardship series here at church.   Each year we attend to the 

business of continuing our ministry.  The budget is our prime objective, and your pledges are 

what enable the church to succeed or fall short in that endeavor.  Despite the pandemic, your 

generosity as a congregation has not wavered. It has been simply amazing.  

 

However, being a part of this or any other UMC congregation is not simply about pledges.   

This fall we have joyously celebrated new life.  Families have brought forward their children for 

the sacrament of Baptism.   After a period of pandemic rest, new life is rising much like seeds that 

open and release their bounty after a forest fire.  Each time we share in the baptismal ritual, we as 

a congregation offer these words of welcome and simultaneously renew our commitment in these 

words: 

As members together with you in the body of Christ 

and in this congregation of the United Methodist Church, 

we renew our covenant faithfully 

to participate in the ministries of the church by 

our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness, 

that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayers.  Presence.  Service.  Witness.    Four words and four out of five words in our covenant 

vows do not pertain to money or our pledges.   

 

 These words – prayer….presence…...service…..witness…... require our personal time 

and attention.  They are not simply a donation that pay the utilities or fund missions, but are the 
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standard  “sweat equity” as a member of the body of Christ, the church and this local 

congregation.    

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” 

 

This church has been blessed over its lifetime; from the buildings and sanctuaries we 

worship in to the many staff and clergy who have shared their gifts and talents in ministry here.  

We have been blessed by wonderful orators in this pulpit.  When I first arrived in Ann Arbor, the 

senior minister at that time was Rev. Dr. Donald B. Strobe.  I heard Don Strobe’s name 

recommended in a lecture by the professor of Introduction to Speech before I even stepped into 

this sanctuary.   It wasn’t just because he was a clear speaker, excellent communicator, or 

scholarly and challenging in his messages.  These do accurately describe him.  It was the uncanny 

“ah ha” moments that regularly jumped out at me during those sermons.    

  

The most notable sermon for me is evidenced by the fact that I remember the title, “Show 

Me Your Slides.”  How I wish I had kept a copy of that sermon transcript.   To quote him would 

do more justice than I can begin to describe.  For what could be so important about showing a 

friend your slides?   Well, they say a lot about what you spend your time on, who you spend it 

with, what is important to you, where your priorities are.  In short, they show where you “give” 

your time, hopefully to God and your church? 

 

This analogy was personal for me.  During those years, Peter and I dated, became 

engaged, married, and started a family.  Then and now Peter had and has a camera firmly in his 

grip whether it is on family trips, gatherings with friends, or events here at church, especially 

UMYF activities.   The call to “show my slides” elicited a sudden and visceral reaction taking 

note of the images that might fill a camera lens.    

 

A favorite activity for our family was to get out the screen, set up the carousel projector 

(do you even remember those) and watch slides.  We were reliving memories, celebrating the 

history of “us.”, and reviewing the record of where our time had been spent, and what was 

important enough that we took a photo of it.  Asking our family to show you our slides was 

equivalent to requesting an audit.  Accountability was on the line. 

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” 

 

Along with my ear worm, recalling an inspiring sermon from the past, I also spent time 

googling for quotes about time.  Two websites yielded my favorites.  On Parade.com I was 

intrigued by the article 101 Quotes About Time That Will Inspire You to Appreciate the Little 

Moments  by Michelle Parkerton. 

 

I limited myself to just a few as all 101 options would be too lengthy a sermon. 

 

“Time is precious. Make sure you spend it with the right people.” — Unknown 

 

“Time, as far as my father was concerned, was a gift you gave to other people.” — 

Michelle Obama, Becoming 

 

https://parade.com/994036/alexandra-hurtado/michelle-obama-oprah-winfrey-ww-vision-tour-marriage-barack-obama/
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“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is now.” — Chinese 

Proverb 

  

I’m sure Warren Buffett had to be familiar with or inspired by this Chinese proverb.   On 

theartofliving.com, I read an article titled 25+ BEST Quotes About Time (And Using It Wisely) 

by Arthur Worsley.  It included these words of Warren Buffett.   

  

Someone is sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.   

--Warren Buffett   

 

I couldn’t help but think of eating lunch with colleagues this week at the new tables on 

Wesley Lawn under the tree.  Beyond those recent acquired tables, to whom do I give thanks for 

enjoyment of this land, the shade tree planted there, this beautiful sanctuary to worship in, the 

human resources which maintained a thriving congregation, and the legacy bestowed upon us 

with the responsibility to continue sharing with those who will come after. 

 

And then the music fades in, returning my thoughts to the Book of Wisdom that is 

Ecclesiastes, which articulates clearly there is time for everything -  

 

for birth / death 

planting / harvesting 

breaking down / building up 

mourning / dancing 

keeping / throwing away 

keeping silent / speaking. 

 

Our time and what we do with it speaks louder than any words, and rivals that which our 

pledges can create. It’s Stewardship, a time to choose, a time to decide what to do with your time.  

As a part of your stewardship commitment, be sure to include activities and practices that live out 

the faith we claim.  Rededicate time in the week not just to worshipping together, but to the life 

and needs of our congregation.  Slides may not be the current or culturally relevant diary of our 

lives,  but google calendar tells the truth of our “time.” 

 

Ask yourself, what tree will you be planting that provides shade, bears fruit, creates heat 

or produces materials to build a home? God’s Home.  What part of this church will bear your 

witness?   What children, youth, adults and newcomers will go forth in faith because of the time 

you spent with them?   What potential members of our community will find the doors of this 

church a safe and nurturing place to grow in?   

 

The Chinese proverb is right.  Twenty years ago might have been a better time to plant a 

tree, but second best is now!  The time is now to plant a tree whether it be in teaching our children 

in Sunday School, serving on a committee, providing hospitality at Connections, ushering, 

leading in worship, singing in the choir, helping with church mailings, decorating the sanctuary 

for Advent and Christmas and so much more. 

  

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”  

To put it simply, choose the matter(s) you will give your time to this year.  For Time is a 

necessary and worthy fulfillment of our membership vows, and your gift to God.  Amen. 


