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Every living thing in God’s creation is dependent on it. Yet it offers so much more to our lives than sustenance.  We use it every day to drink, cook, bathe, clean, and play. We float on it, swim in it, run from it, and long to be near it. Few things elicit such a variety of emotions from us. We are awed by its beauty, frightened by its power, annoyed by its tenacity seeping into our homes’ foundations, invigorated by it in the mornings, and calmed by it in the evenings.  We find it enchanting and soothing, seductive and fun as it touches our lives in countless forms of solid, liquid, and gas. 
No wonder water is so intricately woven into the stories of our faith. Think of all the times in scripture when God works in the lives of God’s people through water - creating, healing, and destroying. Water is so important in the story of God’s relationship with humanity that we even have a prayer we use during baptisms that recounts God’s mighty acts through water. You can find it on page 36 of your hymnal.
Eternal Father:
When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters
and brought forth light.
In the days of Noah, you saved those on the ark through water.
After the flood, you set in the clouds a rainbow.
When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt,
you led them to freedom through the sea.
Their children you brought through the Jordan
to the land which you promised.
In the fullness of time you sent Jesus,
nurtured in the water of a womb.
He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit.
He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and
resurrection and to make disciples of all nations.  
The stories woven into this prayer reveal to us the character of God, God’s values, and God’s hopes for humanity as God interacts with humanity through water. They also teach us by example how we might reflect the character of God to the world. So, Lent seems like a perfect time to wade into these water stories and see what we learn about God and about ourselves. Each of these six weeks in Lent, we will look at a different story. We’ll explore how God acts through water in the story and what God’s sacred purpose might be. Each sermon will end with a suggestion of a spiritual practice you might try in the coming week to bring you closer to God and the image of God within yourself.
The obvious place to start, then, is with the story of Creation. The poetry of  Genesis 1 is rich in imagery and beautifully written to tell the first of our two Creation stories - the day by day unfolding of God’s creation of the world. Many of us have learned that God created the world out of nothing. While that is true in some passages of scripture, this is not one of them. Kathryn Schifferdecker writes, “This is a story not so much about creation-out-of-nothing but about creation out of a world that is wild and waste, formless and void…  In Genesis 1, the world as we know it is created out of formless matter and out of the watery abyss”. 
The waters of the abyss, known as “the deep”, are a symbol of chaos in many ancient stories. While in other creation myths, a god or gods fight with the waters of the deep or defeats a great sea monster to create the world.  The God of Genesis hovers over the chaos and speaks the world into being.
God first creates light - after all, a Creator needs to see what they are doing. Then, God creates the sky to separate the vast abyss of waters. Out of those waters God has gathered below the sky, God creates life. In myth as in science, life emerges from the waters in a multitude of forms. “And God said, ‘Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.’ So, God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.”
Importantly, this story also reveals our place in this Creation. “Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ So, God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.” God created us to be like God. Not to be God but to do things God does - including create. Dr. Scott Guffin writes, “From a biblical perspective, our ability, propensity, and drive to create is evidence of the imago dei, the image of the Creator that resides in each human being.” Cynthia Garrett describes creativity as “the fingerprint of God upon every single one of us…Creativity isn’t an option - it’s in our DNA”.
Thus, we were created out of the waters of the abyss to be co-creators with God. That is most obvious in that we, too, create life and bring new people into this world.  Yet, there are so many other ways in which we are creative. There is artistic creativity expressed through music, dance, the visual arts, or theater that touches us deeply and opens our hearts. Yet many of us don’t feel as though we are gifted artistically.  That doesn’t mean we are not creative.  We create in how we solve problems, how we parent, how we design a garden or decorate a room, construct a building or write a lesson plan, how we “think outside the box” or make a plan to reach a goal. 
As with God’s creativity, our acts of creating are always transformative, which makes them inherently spiritual practices. After all, transformation is integral to our faith journey. We begin with our imagination - one of God’s greatest gifts to us. With our imaginations, we are able to envision something new, something beautiful, a change, an improvement, or a solution. We can see in our mind’s eye what order might be created out of chaos or what beauty might emerge from the elements around us.  As we move from imagination to creation, we ourselves are transformed as we see ourselves as creators, makers, people of vision and possibility. Obviously, creating also transforms whatever substance we are working with because we are in the process of making something new. And, finally, our creativity transforms those who encounter our creations as they identify themselves in our work.
 	There are other ways in which creativity is a spiritual practice, as well. The most obvious is when we apply our creativity to worshiping God. A prayer is an act of creation as is singing a hymn or an anthem. Preaching is a creative act but so is what we do with what we hear in a sermon. The design of our worship space and table is an expression of creativity as is the layout of your bulletin.  We create beauty in our music, words, and visual displays as a way of giving back to God from what God has given us through worship and praise. Yet our creative acts outside of church are also forms of worship. Whenever we create life, whether that is a human life or a garden, we are giving thanks for the life we have been given.
Creativity is also an act of spiritual resistance. We know that there is evil in the world that seeks to destroy, isolate, manipulate and oppress, and we know that reality can sometimes lead us toward despair. Yet we worship a God who continues to create, to heal, and to resurrect. Because we are made in God’s image, we have the capacity to join God in those acts of healing and hope. Whenever we use our creativity to bring joy and beauty into life or to heal another or to offer new hope then we are standing in resistance to those who would lead us into darkness.
So, here is my challenge for you in this first full week of Lent. Create something. Take the time to consciously join God in the act of creation.  As you do, consider how this transforms you to be more like God, not just in your actions but in your heart.  Be imaginative! Challenge yourself! What might you create? Will you use water?  Or perhaps there is some other substance to use in your personal abyss? 
You have something in you to give to the world that brings joy and light, hope and healing. May you tap into it, form it, shape it, organize or color it and give it as an offering to God and the world.  Amen.
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